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STICKLEY STORY. 
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“When our daughter turned 21, we wanted to give her a special gift to mark her entry into adul t life^ 
Something that signified quality, strength and beauty. We thought of Stickley. The pieces we gave her are 
a start, and now it’s a focal point in her new apartment— a reminder of how she should greet every day.” 

— Charles H. 





Share your Stickley Story 
at stickley.com _ 



STICKLEY 



Handcrafted in the USA 
for over 100 years. 



SINCE 1900 




Largest Manufacturer and Distributor of Forged Builder’s Hardware in the US 

Door Hardware | Barn Hardware | Cabinet Hardware | Shutter Hardware Aj 

Grilles & Grates I Bath Hardware I Ceramic Hardware I Nails I Radiant Baseboards ^ ■ 



Acornmfg.com | 508-339-4500 
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Crafted Right. . . Here in Verifim5r^ 










Since 1856 people have trusted us to 
ereate the finest soapstone produets. 

Visit us at the shop, online, or give us a call! 




VermontSoapstone.com/crafted 855-868-5702 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 





for the earlyHome 

BY MARY ELLEN POLSON ^ 



CHERRY COMMODE (1) 

The Keller mahogany vanity from Signa- 
ture Hardware offers traditional styling in 
a light cherry finish. The vanity mea- 
sures 31" wide X 22" deep and is offered 
with a choice of 15 stone tops. Pricing 
begins at $924.95 without a top. (866) 
855-2284, signaturehardware.com 

PEWTER LOOKALIKE (2) 

Like the idea of pewter finishes in the 
bathroom? Try satin nickel, shown here 
on the Chesapeake single-hole bathroom 
faucet with single lever. Constructed of 
solid brass, the House of Antique Hard- 
ware faucet is 11" high x 6Va" wide, with 
a 4" center set. It's $289.90. (888) 223- 
2545, houseofantiquehardware.com 

WROUGHT FITTINGS (3) 

The hand-forged iron towel bar and 
tissue holder from Historic Housefitters 
come with a choice of decorative heart, 
leaf, ram's head, or scroll ends. The rods 
are available in lengths from 12" to 30". 
Prices range from $46.75 to $58.75. 
(800) 247-4111, historichousefitters.com 

PLANTER STYLE (4) 

The Savannah Sconce from Authentic 
Designs features a candle design housed 
in a slightly flared glass shade. Shown in 
Special Pewter, it's also available in five 
other finishes. The lamp measures lOW 
high X 5" wide x 8V2" deep. It's $234. 
(800) 844-9416, authenticdesigns.com 




A SHELL FOR SOAP (5) 

The soap dish from Eleanor Brown 
Boutique is a replica of a vintage enamel 
piece with scalloped edges. The dish 
measures 6" wide x 4V2 high and comes 
with a keyhole opening for hanging. It's 
available in mustard, turquoise, or red. It 
sells for $13. Online only, eleanorbrown 
boutique.com 
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MILK SAFE (6) 

Milk Paint and Safe Paint from the Old 
Fashioned Milk Paint Co. are environ- 
mentally safe, low-VOC finishes in powder 
form. Mix with water to make 1 pint. Milk 
paint suits porous surfaces such as wood 
and masonry; Safe Paint is ideal for walls 
and painted surfaces. $11.95. (866) 
350-6455, milkpaintcom 

EXTENDED FAMILY STYLE (7) 

The Ohio extension table from D.R. 

Dimes has a versatile shape that extends 
from 40" long up to 60" long with the 
insertion of two leaves. It’s 43" wide and 
29y2" tall. As shown with a tiger-maple 
top and black crackle base, the table is 
$2,995. Many other finishes available. 
(603) 942-8050, drdimes.com 

HILDA’S SAMPLER (8) 

Cross-stitch your own sampler with the 
Hilda Thornbroom pattern, an original de- 
sign from The Wooly Red Rug. It comes 
with a separate pattern for a pinkeep, a 
cushion for holding straight pins. Thread 
and backings sold separately. Pattern: 
$12. (612) 964-1165, woolyredrug.com 

BDX LANTERN (9) 

The New Haven colonial wall lantern from 
Lanternland is handmade in the U.S. 
from solid copper and brass. It’s avail- 
able in four sizes, with a choice of seven 
hand-applied finishes and four types of 
glass. Prices range from $170 to $400. 
(855) 454-5200, lanternland.com 

FDRTHEFAQADE (10) 

Shutter types on historic dwellings often 
varied from floor to floor, with more 
secure raised panels on the first storey 
and louvered shutters above. Pricing for 
the Timberlane interpretations shown 
range from about $575 to $593 per pair; 
the small shutters at top are about $112. 
(215) 616-0600, timberlane.com 
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Safe & Easy Coatings Removal IS 

Removing paints and other coatings is a part of any restoration work. Franmar’s BLUE BEAR® ^ 
iine of coatings removers simpiifies the process of stripping acrylics, urethanes, enameis, latex 
and some epoxies without introducing harmfui chemicais. Practically odorless, these soy based 



products are 100% biodegradable, safe for you, your family and your home. BLUE BEAR’s full line of 



removers include sprayable strippers, both liquid and gelled strippers, and a lead paint remover. 





Paint & Urethane 
Stripper 




Paint & Urethane 
Stripper for Airiess 
Sprayers 




Lead Based Paint 
Stripper 



Cleaner & Degreaser 
Concentrate 
Repiaces TSP 




Exterior 

Buiiding 

Cieaner 



Caii us today! 800.538.5069 

Or visit us online: www.franmar.com 

Find a dealer near you: www.franmar.com/find-distributor 



Made in the USA 



f/^Franmarj 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 









HANGING GLOBE (11) 

The Onion Globe hanging lantern from 
PW Vintage Lighting is a reproduction of 
a period original. The piece measures 
11" wide X 18" long, but can be extended 
with a longer chain. It’s $595. (866) 561- 
3158, pwvintagelighting.com 

SLIDE, BOLT, AND HINGE (12) 

The heavy-duty sliding door and hinge 
hardware from Richards-Wilcox is well 
suited to historic barns and garages; the 
company has been in business since 
1880. Prices for components vary. (800) 
253-5668, rwhardware.com 

BASKETS OF COLOR (13) 

Intricate and bristling with color, the Blaz- 
ing Baskets miniature quilt is a long-time 
best seller from Nine Patch Studio. The 
tiny quilt measures 10" x 10". It’s avail- 
able unframed for $695. Add a frame for 
an extra $80. (540) 882-3348, nine 
patchstudio.com 

ART FOR THE FLOOR (14) 

The Feathers & Berries floorcloth from 
Dunberry Hill Designs is inspired by 
early American stencil motifs. Painted on 
heavyweight cotton duck canvas, each 
floorcloth is sealed and finished with mi- 
tered corners. Pricing ranges from $25 to 
$40 per square foot. From Dunberry Hill 
Designs, (802) 874-7288, dunberry 
hilldesigns.com 

CIRCLED RUG (15) 

The Trio jute braided rugs from Home- 
spice Decor are woven from natural 
fibers in four palettes (Charm, Romance, 
Comfort, and Grace), offering rich, earthy 
colors. The soft, durable rugs measure 
27" wide x 45" long. They’re $49.99 
each. (770) 934-4224, homespice.com 
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The Country’s Only Homes designed combining authentic 

^^^EW Old Settlement ISth century architecture with luxurious 

21st century livability. 

Regional and national winner of 
Best Home and Custom Home of the Year. 

Lots from the 240s 
Homes from the 800s 

OldeBull town .com 

Olde Bulltown Village ^ Elverson, PA ^ 610.286.5115 ^ Conveniently located just 40 miks northwest of Philadelphia 
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ues Bazaar 

BY PERRY MASTROVITO AND ANNE GORDON 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PERRY MASTROVITO 



T his lovely little house is as 
bright and charming as the day it 
was built, some 200 years ago, ca. 
1810. Located in Laval trie, a small town 
along the St. Lawrence River fifty miles 
east of Montreal, it once was the home of 
the village schoolmaster, then converted 
into a general store in the mid- 19th cen- 
tury. At that time, like today, the ground 
floor was divided in two sections, the store 
on the right side, private quarters on the 
other, except the general store has now 
been replaced by an antiques shop. Rooms 
downstairs hold amazing Canadiana and 
Quebecois folk art and furnishings. 



opposite: Shaded by tall deciduous trees and 
bordered with flowers, the 1810 house is typical 
of Quebec residential architecture in the early 
19th century. The pitched roof with dormers 
extends over the porch, this page: French 
Canadian folk art pieces, sold from the house. 




Several rooms in this house are 
designed as sets for displaying 
furniture and items from the owners' 
collection — much of it for sale. Prices 
range from $30 for a tin pot to $8,500 
for a rare 1830 pine armoire. Colorful 
birds, angels, and figurines bear 
witness to their makers’ 
inventiveness and humor. 

The folk art is prized 
by Americans, always a 
fair portion of the clientele. 
Robert Picard chuckled 
that purchases mysteriously 
change nationality when 
they cross the border, 
becoming “genuine pieces 
of Americana.” 







Homeowner Robert Picard, a jo- 
vial 84 year old, specializes in 1 8th- and 
19th-century crafts and furniture. He 
confesses to a passion for old things, 
which is the main reason he bought this 
house back in the 1960s. A “country 
boy” who wanted to go back to a simpler 
life, he made an offer by telephone, sight 
unseen (no internet or smartphones in 
those days). It was really cheap, he 
points out in explanation. 

Still, he was dismayed by its poor 
condition on his first visit. But the lo- 
cation was ideal, and the work that lay 
ahead did not deter him. Shaded by tall 
deciduous trees and adorned with flower 
borders, the house is typical of Quebec 
architecture in the 1800s, though with 
a surprising number of windows for this 
period. While the exterior has been re- 

BELow: Comfortable upholstered furniture of the 
20th century blends with local antiques and thou- 
sands of books in the main room, outfitted as the 
couple’s living area and dining room, right: The 
crooked chimney probably was built that way to 
prevent smoke from backing up into the room. 



stored to its original state — roughcast 
for the fagade, horizontal and vertical 
wood planks for the sides — the inte- 
rior of the house has been modified 
to more modern standards. Some 
walls were removed to create sight 
lines; the basement was dug to make 
room for a workshop; attic space was 
converted into living quarters. Every- 



where are the collections. 

“In the ’60s, you could buy stuff 
by the truckload,” Picard explained. 
More recently, he found it harder 
to renew his stock, acquired mainly 
through people’s unwanted inheri- 
tance. But restoring and giving a new 
life to these valuable heirlooms was 
only part of his commitment to the 
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WHAT ONCE HELD PETTICOATS 
NOW HOLDS ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES. 





We hew to strict historical 



^ . 



accuracy, with an occasional 
nod to modern life. 

If you have a project in mind 
requiring painstaking detail, 
do what the museums do. 






The painted pine cupboard sits in a 
“showroom” downstairs. It’s filled with 
a display of early creamware and other 
serving dishes, also for sale. The house 
holds a remarkable stash of Quebecois 
folk art and Canadiana. The exterior of 
the house was meticulously restored; 
inside, rooms retain the old floorboards, 
beams, and trim, but the space has 
been opened up and a kitchen installed 
over the years since the 1960s. 



The house is their 
personal residence, 
but also a welhcurated 
antiques shop. 







In the kitchen, a few modern appliances betray 
the passage of time. Here, too, collections are 
displayed with abandon, including glass bottles, 
kitchen tools, and a hanging exhibit of cast-iron 
trivets. Colorful containers on open shelving 
brighten the room. A well-stocked spice rack 
shows the owners’ fondness for good food. 




▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



The Finishing Touch for Your Home 

Premium! Quality Solid Brass. Cast Iron, Cast Aluminum, and Wood Registers & Grilles. 




Premium Quality Registers & Grilles 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

ReggioRegister.com 1 .800.880.3090 




▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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preservation of Quebec’s heritage. Be- 
cause of his extensive knowledge, Robert 
has often made appraisals for museums 
and insurance companies. His knowl- 
edge is firsthand, the result of his own 
research, study, and consultation with 
experts. There was very little informa- 
tion available, he notes, when his inter- 
est started in the 1960s. Picard also has 
lectured and written articles in collabo- 
ration with his wife, Michelle Bourdeau- 
Picard, who deeply shares the passion 
for antiques. “That’s why I married her,” 
Robert joked. In fact, they met while he 
was giving a course on furniture restora- 
tion, forty years ago. 

Picard deplores the lack of interest 
in local craft, which often was associated 
with the hardships and poverty endured 
by so many. He said he was saddened 
whenever he learned of the disappear- 



ance of what might have been heirlooms, 
whether by fire or simple ignorance. 



above: An elegant, Regency-style armoire 
dominates the drawing room, where upholstered 
armchairs of various vintages welcome guests. 



IN THE HOUSE, most fumiture and deco- 
rations are authentic, dating to the 18th 
and 19th centuries. Collectibles came 
from all over Quebec and were made by 
craftsmen, not manufactured. Picard’s 
items get only the minimum amount of 
restoration; they are never stripped of 
paint, or varnished. Picard’s “trade se- 
cret” for conditioning wood is plain floor 
wax. As for the musty odor that often 
permeates old furniture, he has recom- 
mended using a mild disinfectant, such as 
diluted bleach. 

The ground floor houses the an- 
tiques shop as well as the kitchen, an old- 
fashioned bathroom, and a drawing room 
dominated by an elegant Regency ar- 
moire. Comfortable armchairs provide a 
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Old World Charm 

That Complements Any Kitchen 



Adorned with copper, brass, nickel or chrome, 
each custom built Elmira Stove Works 
appliance is true to its era, while offering the 
performance and features found in the most 
modern kitchen appliances. 

Models available in gas, electric, dual fuel or 
wood-burning. Let us build one for you. 



- Elmira 
Stove 

Works 

For true originals. 



ElmiraStoveWorks.com 
1 - 800 - 295-8498 iM 



RANGES • WALL OVENS • REFRIGERATORS • MICROWAVES • DISHWASHERS 



▼ For FREE information go to www.OldHouseOnline.com/eh 




Allied Window, Inc. 

CUSTOM 












, LI F.D Window has a strong commjtmknt to high 

QUALITY CUSTOM STORM WINDOWS THE CAPABILITY TO MEET 
THE NEEDS OF VNV HOME OR OTHER BUILDING WITH SINGLE GIASS 

Interior ^ F.xterior VV'indows 
Custom Colors, Custom Screens y Special Shapes 
Historic, Residential ly Commercial IIuildings 
Energy Savings —Approximately 
Sound Reduction— Up to 50x 
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sense of intimacy, as this room is used es- 
sentially to receive and entertain guests. 
The kitchen is marvelously full, with a 
collection of antique trivets mounted on 
one wall. Plain pine cabinets recede un- 
der open shelves where spices, cooking 
implements, and collectibles mingle. 

In the living room, opened up to 
reveal framing and beams, a beautiful 
old carpet covers the floor. Thousands 
of books (6,800, to be exact, some quite 
rare) line the shelves, most of them on 
the subject of antiquities. On one side of 
the room, the dining table and chairs date 
to the early 19th century and show their 
maturity. Beyond them, the sofa is from 
the early 20th century, because uphol- 
stered sofas were uncommon earlier — at 
least in rural areas like this. 

The chimney that runs from the 



basement into the living room and up 
through the attic has an architectural 
peculiarity. It was built slightly crooked, 
not uncommon in the period, to prevent 
smoke from backing up into the room. 
But an old folk tale says that the offset 
was to keep witches from coming into the 
house through the chimney. 

Either way, this house is bewitch- 
ing, thanks to one man’s dedication to the 
good work of the past. ^ 

Editor^s Note: Robert Picard recently passed 
away, after the visit with Perry Mastrovito 
and his camera. Rob erf s wife, Michelle, 
asked that we share his story as a tribute to 
his passion. 

The attic of the house has been converted into 
bedrooms. Under the rafters, the master bedroom 
is cozy, its closet hidden behind wardrobe doors. 

Wallpaper reflects the period of the house. 
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Historic Homes, Inc. 

by Richard Mecke 





1 7th & I8th Century Historic Homes; disassembled, relocated, 
restored and reproduced. We also offer inspection, evaluation and 
architectural consulting & design services, locally and nationally. 



Historic Homes, Inc. I PO Box 185 I Salisbury NH 03268 
603-393-2932 I 308-243-88II I info@historichomesinc.com 

w w w.histor ichome sine . com 
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▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 

CANVASWORKS 

DESIGNS 



Custom painted 
murals, floorcloths & 
folk art. 

WWW. Canvasworks Designs.com 
(802)263-5410 

326 I lemy Gould Ftd. 
Perkinsville, VT 05151 
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^^^istle Sj^ill ^Weavers 



THE STUDIO OF RABBIT GOODY 




Custom Historic Reproduction 
Window Treatments, Bed Hangings, 
Carpet, Fabric, Trims 

WWW ThistleHillWeavers com 
518 284 2729 




▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



ou dont put just any shutters on a home such as this. You choose 
Timberlane. While most people love their look, to you, the beauty’s 
in the details. In the clear, kiln-dried western _ 

red cedar. The mortise and tenon joinery. 

The copper capping to protect joints from 

moisture. The knowledge that their beauty 

will endure. And, that they are custom made HH 

to match the most exacting of standards and 

the most discriminating of tastes. J 

Available in Maintenance-Free Endurian™ and Premium Wood 

WWW.FINESHUTTERS.COM/EH 

Timberlane, Inc. • 150 Domorah Drive • Montgomeryville, PA 18936 • 800 250 2221 
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HANDS-ON i SKak ers o f Pleasant Hill by Regina Cole 




' LSA WACHTER Walks illtO 

the East Family Wash House, one 
of three that survive in the Shaker 
Village at Pleasant Hill, Kentucky. 
Built in 1825, the wood-frame 
building once sheltered Shaker 
sisters who laundered with the aid 
of horse-powered agitators. The 
large copper boilers set into brick 
hearths are still there, but the inte- 
rior has something decidedly mod- 
ern: air conditioning. 

“This is where we hold many 
of our courses and workshops,” our 



guide explains. “We know that peo- 
ple want to be comfortable.” 

The Shaker Village at Pleas- 
ant Hill is constantly adapting to 
changing expectations. Years ago, 
basket weaving was big, but today’s 
most popular course is beekeeping. 

“The Shakers kept bees be- 
hind the Centre Family Dwelling, 
so that’s perfect synergy,” Wachter 
says. Also popular, and in the spirit 
of a people who believed in sustain- 
able farming far ahead of their time, 
are green-cleaning courses, mush- 
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top: Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, is the 3,000-acre site 
of a Shaker religious community active between 
1805 and 1910. above: Workshops like loom weav- 
ing are held in the Centre Family Dwelling. 



CLASSES & WORKSHOPS 

Prices for workshops and events vary, and some require advance registration. 



HAND-TIED BROOM MAKING 
WORKSHOP, Nov. 21, Dec. 12 
In 1798 Theodore Bates of the 
Watervliet, New York, community 
invented the flat-broom press. 

BLESSING OF THE HOUNDS, Nov. 21 
Traditional event to bless the hounds, 
riders, and fox; followed by the first 
meet of the formal hunting season. 



HOLIDAY REED STAR WORKSHOP, 

Nov. 21, Dec. 5 Learn how to weave 
an intricate star pattern using reed. 

BEESWAX CANDLE AND SOAP 
MAKING WORKSHOP, Nov. 28 Learn 
the basics of cold processed soap 
making, using natural products such 
as herbs, beeswax, and honey. 



HERBAL HEALTH WORKSHOP, Dec. 
19 The Shakers grew, prepared, 
and sold medicinal herbs across 
the country. 

WINTER GEOLOGY HIKE, Dec. 19 
A hike through the nation’s largest 
private collection of rock walls. 



CHILDREN’S TEA TIME WITH 
MRS. CLAUS, Dec. 5, 12, 19 
Children are encouraged to dress 
for the holidays, and will enjoy 
spiced cider and sandwiches. 
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Cottage Island 

Select your size and finish at 
www.davidtsmilii.com 

Morrow. OH 
513-9,12-2472 
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Capture the natural beauty and patina of flooring reclaimed 
from old homes and sawn from vintage beams. 

Beams, siding & architecturals also available. 

Please call or visit our showroom 

S YLVANBRANDT. com 

756 Rothsville Road • Lititz, PA 17543 • 717-626-4520 



T For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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ARCHITECTURAL 

MILLWORK 

Using time-honored traditions 
combined with the latest 
technology to produce the 
finest custom architectural 
millwork—any period or style 
embracing fine craftsmanship 
in every detail 
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Custom Manufacturir 
ishing & Installation Se 
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• 1000+ Historic 
Mouldings 

• Windows & Doors 

• Energy Efficient 
Historic Windows 

• Hurricane Rated 
Historic Windows 

• Entranceways 



• Kitchens & Built-Ins 

• Libraries 

• Staircases & Mantles 

• Antique Flooring & 
Reclaimed Lumber 

• In-House Design 
Services 

• CAD / Shop Drawings 



Deschenes & Cooper Architectural Millwork, leg 
25 White Rock Road Pawcatuck, Ct. 06379 
860-599-2481 TheCooperGroupCT.com 



Maurer & Shepherd 
Joyners llc 

AUTHtiNTH; COI-OMIAt. tOTNSKV 

17*'' & iS*"* Century 
Millwork 

Windows, Doors & 
Entryways 

Raised-Panel Walls 

Old Glass, Moldings 

Wide Pine Flooring 

Beaded & Feather-edge 
Boards 

Garage Doors 



UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 



122 Naubuc Avenue, Glastonbury, Connecticut 06033 
( 860 ) 633-2383 Fax ( 860 ) 633-7231 
MSJoyners.com TheGooperGroupGT.com 
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left: The Meadow View barn 
in fall, below: The kitchen 
woodwork is painted “workshop 
red.” BOTTOM left: Children get 
instruction on growing organic 
lettuce in the vegetable garden, 
which supplies produce to the 
restaurant on site. 



room-growing workshops, canning and 
herbal health lessons, and sheep shearing. 
But what would the Shakers of Pleasant 
Hill make of stand-up paddleboard les- 
sons, outdoor yoga classes, or moonlit owl 
prowls? Would they approve of the annual 
wild game feast accompanied by tastings 
of local Kentucky bourbon whiskey? 

The Shakers “made spirits for sale 
and for their own use,” Wachter says. 
“And they grew tobacco. Mother Ann 
[the Shakers’ founder] smoked a pipe.” 

The number and variety of activi- 
ties in this 3,000-acre, 34-building mu- 
seum, 25 miles southwest of Lexington, 
would probably warm the hearts of its 
19th-century citizens. Founded in 1805, 
when three missionaries walked a thou- 
sand miles from the Shaker community 
in Mount Lebanon, N.Y., Pleasant Hill 



had 491 members by 1823. Land hold- 
ings swelled to more than 4,500 acres. 
They installed a municipal water system, 
developed seed propagation and livestock 
breeding technologies, and, in a 105 -year 
period, erected 260 structures, many 
built of the local limestone that also cre- 
ates miles of Celtic-influenced rock fence 
walls outlining the Shaker lands. 

Hard work and quality brought the 
Kentucky Shakers early success. By 1816, 
they were producing enough surplus 
brooms (75,000 of them in 1869!), coo- 
per wares, preserves, and packaged seeds 
to ship them to New Orleans via the 
Kentucky, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers. 

“They knew their goods would 
bring five times what they would in 
Kentucky,” points out Jonathan Todd, 
a program specialist. “The trip was 
long and arduous, but they found it 
worthwhile.” Such industry is a basis 
for today’s lively scene: stern-wheeler 
riverboat rides, trail runs billed as “un- 
Pleasant Hill,” lodging choices, and 
a seed-to-table restaurant called The 
Trustees’ Table that draws clientele to 
fried chicken, corn pudding, and Shaker 
lemon pie — and to a superb selection of 
small-batch bourbons. 



A popular activity is the Pumpkin 
Smash, held just after Halloween, when 
guests are encouraged to have a good 
time repurposing countless pumpkins 
into bird food and compost. “It’s fun,” 
Todd says. “How often do you get to drop 
something big and heavy that breaks into 
lots of pieces?” 

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, 

Harrodsburg, KY: shakervillageky.org ^ 




© PIETER ESTERSOHN 2014, COURTESY THE MONACELLI PRESS (rIGHT) 




Pleasant Hill Style 

Of the 21 Shaker villages established 
between Maine and Kentucky, only at 
Pleasant Hill do buildings have arched 
doorways and fanlights. The sect 
that equated simplicity with freedom 
famously eschewed ornamentation; 
plain lines and fine craftsmanship are 
what devotees treasure about Shaker 
design. But here in Kentucky, you'll 
find transoms over windows; below the 
blue wainscot, some rooms have lively 
red baseboards. An interior wall even 
sports Doric pilasters. It is tempting to 
see these as examples of a Southern 
tendency towards the rococo. Jonathan 
Todd, though, sees them as evidence 
of a community that did not always 
toe the line of perfect simplicity. The 
Pleasant Hill Shakers “seem to have 
taken architectural cues from other 
buildings in the area,” he says. Many 
Shaker traditions do hold true. Each 
community made furniture in slightly 
different ways. “Chairs made here have 
finials in the shape of bowling pins,” 
Todd explains. Table legs that go from 
square to round are another hallmark. 



top: Constructed of local limestone between 
1824 and 1834, the Centre Family Dwelling 
had separate doors for men and women. 







circa H©ME living 



Ainc^jin jjrvsdNCts sim r 



Call or write for free color catalog. 
PO Box 222 ~ Dresden, ME 04342 

Secure on-line shopping at 

WWW. CircaHomeLiving.com 

Mail/Web/Phone orders only. 

888 - 887-1820 



We’re thrilled beyond 
measure to offer a fresh, 
expanded selection of 
products to complement 
your home, be it 
Circa 1820 or Circa 201 5T 

Pottery Furniture 
Lighting Textiles 
Artwork Pewter 
Herbal Gatherings 
Kitchenware 
Floor Coverings 
. . . and so much morel 

It’s not just a catalog . . . 
it’s a lifestyle. 

Tike’ us at 
facebcx>k.com/ 
CircaHomeLiving 
for all the latest 
news & offerings. 

Visit our blog at 

CircaHomeLiving.blogspot.com 
for one of a kind offerings, amusing 
country anecdotes, mouthwatering 
recipes, and much more. 






- Celebrating 75 Years of Service - 



Since 1932, Ball and Ball has set the standard for the finest 
reproduction and restoration of 1 8th Century through 
Victorian Era antique lighting and hardware. Meticulously 
crafted sconces, chandeliers, lanterns, and candlestands ^ 
in brass, tin, copper, pewter, hand forged iron, and 
bronze are all made on the premises, as well as 
period house and furniture hardware and fireplace 
accessories. Choose from over 2,500 established 
designs — or have items custorn designed 
and created, just for you! 



BALL AND BALL 



Handcrafted Reproduction 
Lighting and Hardware 



Exton, Pennsylvania 



1 - 800 - 257-3711 

www.ballandball.com 



Call or visit online for a 
40-page lighting catalog or a 180-page 
complete product line catalog. 
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BOOKS iOld K entuc kyH OUSGS reviewed by Patricia Poore 




top: At Simpson farm, cherry cabinets flank a 
Georgian mantel, over which is an original stencil 
found under later wallpaper, above: The Simpson 
farmhouse in Paris, Ky., was built of local lime- 
stone in 1785, with an addition made ca. 1810. 



T ake a personal tour through Bluegrass country, 
the legendary landscape around Lexington, 
Kentucky. The wealthiest town west of the 
Alleghenies before the Civil War, Lexington has a rich 
history, evidenced in its elegant homes. Photographer 
Pieter Estersohn was invited into 18 properties for the 
book Kentucky, Historic Houses and Horse Farms of 
Biuegrass Country. The houses date from 1785 to 1965, 
with most of them built during the early to mid 1800s. 
Seven sites are open to the public, though interpretations 
for some are not typical of house museums. 



With its rich cultural and 
architectural history, the 
Bluegrass retains a tenuous 
hold on its unique heritage, 
still so much in evidence. 



A tour holds some surprises: this is not the South 
of Charleston. Properties include Pope Villa, designed 
by Benjamin Latrobe, architect of the U.S. Capitol, and 
a picturesque Gothic Revival house after a plan by 
Downing. “While Kentucky and the Bluegrass are com- 
monly characterized as 'Southern' today,” writes W. Gay 
Reading in the Introduction, “...our cultural foundation 
could more properly be deemed mid-Atlantic, with strong 
ties to Philadelphia and Baltimore. Our farms were not the 
plantations of the Deep South...” Still, there’s no mistak- 
ing the location of these gentlemen’s farms, obvious in 
the book’s aerial photographs, 




KENTUCKY 

Historic Houses and Horse 
Farms of Biuegrass Country 

Photographs by Pieter Estersohn. 
The Monacelli Press, 2014. 
Hardcover, 256 pp., $60 
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Adelphi 

Paper Hangings, LLC 

Makers of superior grade wood block printed 
wallpapers and borders 






Accurate reproductions from historical documents 
Custom coloring available / Full catalogue online 

( 518 ) 284'9066 

www.AdelphiPaperHangings.com 




Cyur 1750s st]p£e c£^ JimTui 

buMin^ 5>stFm 
nmhcred cdiings, a center 

H fxwrd floors and 

ctt5toTJi, handinodc /matures m 
die conucnicnc^ effidency 
of a neui home. 

Out model is f^icn: 
Mon^FfiM.iO.Sm9^3 

Eirly New EngUnd 

HOMES„rf*>c 

Bolton. CT 860.64J.;J48 
£oTil,Nf wEn^larulHornes .com 



DISCOVER THE CHARM o/ Early New England Homes 



▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 





HANDCRAFTED SOLID WOOD DOORS 

Add Beauty & Value To Your Entire Home! 



"Just Like The Olden Days..." 



Shop Online I Request a Quote I Call for Catalog 

VintageDoors.com ~ 1 (800) 787-2001 



▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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Surrounding a 
house with portions 
dating to 1792, 
a landscape from 
gardening’s golden 
age unfolds. 

by Patricia Poore 
photographs by Steve 
Gross & Susan Daley 



left: a stone barn 
and this workers’ 
cottage on the prop- 
erty were construct- 
ed of local Roxbury 
Puddingstone. The 
residence has Greek 
Revival elements. 
bottom: Vines and 
hostas grow near 
the Red Barn. 



T T 7.77 THE MAGIC OF 7 

Willowwood 



THE WILLOWWOOD ARBORETUM COmpTlSeS 

130 acres of former farmland in Far Hills, 
New Jersey. The old farmhouse and its 
outbuildings are surrounded by delight- 
ful surprises: an old-fashioned cottage 
garden, blowsy and asymmetric; a formal 
garden at the rear; a rockery and a rose 
garden; and walkways through woodland 
and meadow. There’s so much to take in, 
whether your interest runs to “grand- 
mother’s garden,” Mediterranean or Co- 
lonial Revival formality, specimen trees. 



or naturalized landscapes. 

Two brothers then living in New 
York City, Henry and Robert Tubbs, 
went looking for a country place in 1908. 
Disappointed with an ostentatious estate 
they were shown, Hal commented that 
he wanted a house like the one at Para- 
dise Farm — an old frame house near a 
stand of weeping willow trees. They 
bought the property and renamed it 
Willowwood Farm. The brothers and, 
later, Henry’s adopted son. Dr. Benjamin 
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A PUBLIC TREASURE 

In 1960, Dr. Ben Blackburn and Russell W. Myers, a landscape 
architect and Secretary Director of the Morris County Parks 
Commission respectively, established the Willowwood Founda- 
tion to protect the property in Far Flills, New Jersey. The public 
has enjoyed these beautiful gardens and meadows since 1980. 
The Foundation continues to support restoration of the Arbore- 
tum, along with maintenance and plantings. 

Creating a guided tour by cell phone was a recent initia- 
tive undertaken by the Willowwood Foundation and the Morris 



County Parks Commission. Visitors dial up the walking tour; 
at each stop, a short audio clip gives highlights of the major 
gardens and buildings. 

The Arboretum is free and open to the public, 8:00 a.m. 
until dusk, every day of the year. The gardens are a delight from 
spring through fall. In the winter, the Ornamentals Collection 
showcases evergreen and deciduous plants that have interest- 
ing fruit or bark, or a picturesque branching habit. For more 
information, go to willowwoodarboretum.org 













above: The Tubbs house dates to 
1792, with additions made after 
the turn of the 20th century. It’s 
approached through the Cottage 
Garden, right: Its old red paint 
mostly gone, the board-and- 
battened Red Barn once sheltered 
farm equipment, and now stores 
nursery and landscape equipment. 
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Paths wind 
through naturalistic 
meadow and 
woodland, though 



several 



iJformal 
gardens surround 
the house. 



Blackburn, spent decades improving 
the landscape, adding gardens and cul- 
tivating over 2,000 kinds of native and 
exotic plants. The brothers made some 
changes to the house in 1908. The por- 
tico later was made over in Colonial 
Revival fashion. In the 1930s, a Lord & 
Burnham conservatory was added, fea- 
turing Moravian tiles, a gift from fam- 
ily friend Henry Mercer, the renowned 
Pennsylvania tile-maker of the Arts & 
Crafts period. (Furnished with Tubbs 
collections today, the house is occa- 
sionally opened to the public.) 

Close to the house, gardens are 
designed to complement and extend 
the architecture. The view from the 
front door takes in the wrought-iron 
gate and the Cottage Garden. From 
the back door, visitors look down the 
center axis of Pan’s Garden. Based on 
a Persian prayer rug, the design of 
this garden has plants forming a living 
tapestry. The formal design plays with 
perspective. Conical boxwoods frame a 
bust of the Greek god Pan at the end 
of the garden; a pathway between two 

opposite: The old farmer’s porch on the Stone 
House recalls life in the early 19th century. 
Annuals, grasses, and a climbing trumpet vine 
ornament the simple structure. 







EXPERIENCE THE 



DIFFERENCE 



Olde Century Colors, Inc. Olde Century Colors (Canada) 

54020 Andrews Ave., Plew Carlisle, IPl 46552 Elmira, Ontario Canada ri3B 2C7 

800 - 222-3092 866 - 789-7087 

Dealers welcome. For more information: WWW.OlcICCCnturyCOlorS.COm 



tn0<s> 



Keep the charm alive and recapture the glow of the 
past with the quality and selection of the present. 



These rich colors are thoughtfully selected for the 
careful restoration of historical architecture, 
furniture and projects. 




AMERICANA 

PORCH SHADES 



For the Great American SUN PARLOR. 

Quality wooden shades from original design, manufactured to your dimensions 

FREE BROCHURE • AUTHENTIC DESIGN 



800-269-5697 • www.shutterblinds.com EHWIN15 
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clockwise: Unpainted, the simple, country- 
style wood fence in front of the house 
becomes nearly invisible. A water feature 
centers the nontraditional Rosarie, past 
the Rockery and entered by way of the 
Chive Walk. A picturesque bridge on the 
winding Woodwalk over the Cypress Pool 
has a Japanesque sensibility; the garden 
includes masses of ferns, along with wild 
flowers. A camellia blooms in the fall amidst 
cherry trees, dogwoods, magnolias, and 
willows in the arboretum’s collection. 



rectangular planting beds narrows as it 
moves away from the house, giving the 
illusion of more depth. 

Other core gardens include the 
Rosarie (unusual with its Mediterranean 
inspiration and hot flower colors), the 
Chive Walk, and the Rockery. Outside 
the core, clockwise from the front of the 
house, are planted a winter garden, a li- 



lac collection, an orchard, a bee meadow, 
and a hillside pasture. The Woodwalk 
crosses a brook in several places. Trees 
include oak, maple, willow, magnolia, 
cherry, fir, pine, and a Dawn Redwood 
{Metasequoia) nearly a hundred feet tall. 
Several picturesque barns and an old 
Puddingstone cottage are also extant on 
the property. ^ 
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CLAPBOARD MILL 

Est. 1868 



VERTICAL GRAIN QUARTER SAWN 
Spruce Clapboards - 

Manufacturers of historical 
vertical grain clapboards for 
restoration and new construction 

P/O. Box 1030 Woitsfield, VT 05673 • 802-496-3581 

2d 



▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




Helping People Build Beautiful 

C.nnntrv P/arpc .^r’nrf* in’T i f 



▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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^INTERIORS 



Baths Tried and True 

Designing a bathroom for a house that didn’t have one when it was 
built? Here are two approaches, by Patricia Poore I photographs by Greg Premru 




U NLESS you’re a museum 
curator, authenticity will 
not be high on the list 
when it comes to putting modern 
bathrooms into an old house. One 
approach: keep it simple and tra- 
ditional. The master bath on these 
pages, designed for a recent addition 
to a Federal period house, defaults 
to Colonial Revival styling. The 
room could date to 1920, or last year. 
Painted woodwork is similar to that 
in the rest of the house. A freestand- 
ing tub in a window alcove feels like 
a window seat, enhanced by the “li- 
brary shelves” conveniently placed. 
Colonial Revival sconces — electrified 
candle brackets with little shades — 
are a simple but pretty touch. 

Marble tops an unfussy sink 
console on metal tubing, conjuring 
up both washstands and early hotel 
sinks. The white subway tile, too, is 
a standard finish from the early 20th 
century, when old houses often got 
indoor plumbing. ^ 

opposite: The use of traditional materials — 
white tile, marble, and painted woodwork — 
creates a timeless room that feels historical 
yet not dated, left: The tub is tucked into 
an alcove. 
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Taking a 
Furnished 
Approach 

Another way to design a 
bathroom that “goes with” 
the old house is to treat it 
like a furnished room, rather 
than just a set of porce- 
lain fixtures. In many old 
houses, after all, the indoor 
bathroom was placed in a 
former bedroom or hall so 
the proportions and finishes 
are similar to other rooms. 
If white tile might appear 
too clinical, or a headboard 
wainscot too back-of-house, 
opt for woodwork and finish- 
es that match rooms nearby. 

This room is in the old 
section of the same Federal 
house. The owner chose 
grasscloth to warm up the 
walls in her more public 
washroom downstairs. 
She added bedroom-worthy 
candle sconces, and hung 
framed art on the walls. 
Wood accessories and 
flowers never fail. 



A mirror with a 
bold frame, rather 
than a medicine 
cabinet, gives a 
more furnished look 
to a downstairs bath 
with grasscloth- 
covered walls. 
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CABINETRY 



Cabinetmakers inspired by painted antique furniture, 

TKCabinetiy.com 

Custom kitchens available nationwide 6 1 5. 395,432 1 



▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




CoIonialplankfloors,com 




▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



Beauty. Elegance. 
Simplicity. 




Grace your home 
with the timeless 
sophistication of 
1 8th and Early 19th 
Century lighting. The 
country’s largest collection of 
Early American designs, reproduced entirely by 
hand from original fixtures in museums such as 
Historic Dccrjidd and Old Sturhridge Village. Period Lighting 
chandeliers, sconces and lanterns will add a quiet beauty to your 
home and surroundings. Call for catalog ($5). 



Period Lighting Fixtures Inc. 

Artisans since 1974 periodlighting.com 800 828-6990 
167 River Road Dept 41032 Clarksburg, MA 01247 



▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




A(f Season 

Control Cover 



Whatever your 
chimney challeni 

ijH Benson Energ] 
has the solutk 



Elegant & Simple Design 
Ecs/lnslolbtiDn and olmos} 
invisible fmm streel levtiL 



^ Functional & EFfident ‘ 
Saves energy ond improves 
chimney performance. 



Slandord dtid custom 
units to suit your chlmney 
Call us today of 

(801)273-1800, 



www.ConfrolCover.com 
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SOURCES 



for baths shown on previous pages 



TILE 

• ANN SACKS annsacks.com also see: SUBWAY 
CERAMICS BY HERITAGE TILE subwaytile.com 

GRASSCLOTH 

• PHILLIP JEFFRIES phillipjeffries.com also see: 

BREWSTER WALLCOVERING CO. brewsterwall 
covering.com • GrassclothAndMore.com 

PAINT 

• Walls ‘Ballet White’ BENJAMIN MOORE; ceiling 
and cupboard back, ‘Blue Green’ FARROW & 

BALL benjaminmoore.com, farrow-ball.com 

CONSOLE SINKS 

• WATERWORKS waterworks.com also see: BATHROOM 
MACHINERIESdeabath.com • SIGNATURE HAROWARE 

signaturehardware.com • URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY 
urbanarchaeology.com 

TUB & FAUCET SET 

• BAIN ULTRA bainultra.com also see: SUNRISE 
SPECIALTY sunrisespecialty.com 

TOILET 

• WATERWORKS waterworks.com also see: 



KOHLER kohler.com 

SPOKE HANDLE FAUCET 

• WATERWORKS waterworks.com also see: KINGSTON 
BRASS kingstonbrass.com 

LONG NECK FAUCET 

• KC FAUCETS FROM HERBEAU herbeau.com 

COLONIAL REVIVAL SCONCES 

• CIRCA LIGHTING circalighting.com also see: 
AUTHENTIC OESIGNS authenticdesigns.com • 
BRASS LIGHT GALLERY brasslight.com • HOUSE 
OF ANTIQUE HAROWARE houseofantiquehardware 
.com • REJUVENATION rejuvenation.com 

SHADES 

• BLANCHE P. FIELO, Boston Design Center 
blanchefield.com 

SOAPSTONE SINK 

• (antique) also see: BUCKS COUNTY SOAPSTONE 
bcsoapstone.com • VERMONT SOAPSTONE 

vermontsoapstone.com 

TOWELS 

• WILLIAMS SONOMA HOME williams-sonoma.com 
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100% Pure Stock Convection; 
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OUHttiut 



presents 



Discover how to appropriately add onto your old house. 



Concept Adaitions 



OHJ Concept Additions is a virtual, interactive design site, that 
allows visitors to tour homes that have additions with styles running 
from Federal to bungalow. The site offers these special features: 



□ EXTERIOR RENDERINGS 

□ INFORMATIVE VIDEOS 

□ PHOTO-REALISTIC ROOM VIEWS 

□ RESOURCES & LINKS 



OHJADDITIONS.COM 
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from Any Job 



Lfss Durhsm^ Rock H»n] Vinter Putty to nn cracks anO 
rebuild ipissing materfal, ar>d mold new objects, ft permanently 
adheres In wood, plasier, and tile without shrinking rni^mmA 
^ can therr saw, chisel, sarrd. pohsh, and cok^r it 
The go-to solution of (temanding cmftsmen 
tor more than 75 years. Available l^om hardware, 
lumber, bu I iding material , and paint d eateis ^^4 ^ 

everywhere, waierputty.oom 

Donald Durham Co. H || ^KCjS 

B(» d04 HJ, Ckis MokneajA 5D304 \^ Z a 



▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



ilili ~^www. shuttercraft.com 

Beautiful quality red cedar mortise & tenon 
J llU'ttCl'CirSITt \ wood shutters in all types & si2es... 

Hardware - Endless Cutouts - Full Painting 



cit(.-\r.rr\' v\'ood si tti’nT.its 



Famiry owned 
over 25 years 

^ ♦ 4 H 

Call (203] 245-2608 
Madison, CT 




▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 

The Hitchcock Chair Co., Ltd. 

C kr Lstmas Collection 




'*975 Ckristmas Ckatr 

4otk Anniversary 

Ckristmas Apprentice Takle 
Ckristmas Console Takle 

New tkis year. First time ever in -production. 
Visit HitekeoekCkair.eom/or ctetaiis. 



Find your nearest Hitchcock Dealer 

WWW. HitchcockChair. com/Dealer s 

Or call 

860-738-9958 




▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



ConServ 

EPOXY 

Architectural Conservation Products 
Since 1980 



conservepoxy.com 




Seven Pines Forge 

E. A rv I w A AAt a ir* * fcj 1/TiJT I u mwf 



tARL¥ AMERICAN WROUGHT IKON 



565 Overlook Road 
Knox, PA 16232 
(814) 797-1353 
www.sevenpinesforge.com 



Custom Made for You 

Long before the factory system, 
long before mass production, 
there was the blacksmith. 



• ANDIRONS 

• CRANES 

• EARLY LIGHTING 

• SCREENS 

• TOOLS 

• WEATHERVANES 

• FIREPLACE GRATES 

• SIGNS a HOUSE PLAQUES 



At left: Custom fireplace crane, in-stock oven door 



One 

Wrougli^ 



, I 

your home 



V For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



Qarhr Qattopias 




SEND OR CALL LOR A FREE BROCHURE 
PO BOX 808, TROUTMAN, NC 28166 

(800) 538-4071 • www.cartercanopies.com 




▼ For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 

The original, all-natural paint with 
the soft chalky finish, and the original 
powdered formula, since 1974. 

Just add water and paint! 







Nahi rally nafe Histnric PaintH Hinat 1B74 



THE ^D FASHIOnIIp MI LK PAINT COMPA NY ‘ 



-6455 • www.milkpaint.com 
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HOME 

SHOW 

HISTORIC HOME SHOW 

The event for anyone who wants to learn more about 
restoring, renovating, decorating, or furnishing a historic 
(or traditional new) house. Both homeowners and 
professionals will find valuable tools and products here. 

COME JOIN THE CLUB! 

If you own an old house or are thinking of building a 
traditional home, this is the event for you. Meet editors and 
experts who are there to personally assist you with your projects. 
Attend free seminars, demonstrations, or Old House University! 



FEBRUARY 5-7, 2016 

VALLEY FORGE CASINO RESORT 
CONVENTION CENTER 
KING OF PRUSSIA, PA 



OLD HOUSE UNIVERSITY 

Friday, February 5: 1:30-5:30 pm 
Editor Patricia Poore and three esteemed presenters focus 
on house styles and interiors: design cues, decorating approaches 
historical to eclectic^ interior woodwork & trim, wall treatments by era, 
and period-inspired kitchens. Bring your pictures and questions! 
Admission: $89/$ 1 29 for two (price includes Reception + Show Sat. /Sun.) 

OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION 
Celebrating the Beauty of the Historic Home 

Friday, February 5: 6-9 pm 
Admission: $20 per person, $30 for two 
$5 off admission when you pre-register 

EXHIBITS, CRAFT DEMONSTRATIONS & WORKSHOPS 

Saturday, February 6: 10 am-5 pm 
Sunday, February 7: 1 1 am-4 pm 
Admission $10 when you pre-register, $1 2 on-site 



For more information visit www.historichomeshows.com 




Fall-Winter 2015 i EDITOR’S NOTE 




BIG THANK YOU to readers, the homeowners who 
invite us in, and Facebook friends for keeping Early Homes lively. 
Welcome to the FallAVinter issue, a special-interest edition from 
the publishers of Old House Journal. ^ Cabinets and cupboards are 
everywhere, starting with the article about old-fashioned storage 
(p. 48), extending to collections in the Quebec house (p. 10) and 
the kitchens we visit (p. 52). True classics fill this issue. The house 
north of Boston is an example, a classic that reveals layers of history 
(p. 40). We find timeless solutions to the problem of designing a 
bathroom for a very old house (p. 32): treat it as a furnished room, 
or coolly default to Colonial Revival. And what’s more classic than 
a Georgian or Federal staircase (p. 56)? ^ Many readers ask where 
they can buy Early Homes. It’s distributed (twice a year) to book- 
stores like Barnes & Noble, and through selected stores and museum 
shops carrying early furniture, primitives, artisan goods, or antiques. 
You may also call the editorial office to reserve a copy; see p. 2. 






PATRICIA POORE, EDITOR 





Visit the Early Homes Facebook page! Our editor Lori Viator posts great house 
photos and artisan work frequently. And we read all your comments. Thanks! 
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A Country Federal 
Keeps with Tradition 

T he symmetrical core of the old house, in a simplified 
late Federal style, was built in 1830. The central block 
was one room deep, the kitchen off to one side. Ten 
years after they bought the house, owner Wendy Hodg- 
son and her family added on, following the long tradition of “tele- 
scoping” additions that step back and alongside the main house. The 
extra space provided a larger kitchen and family room with a master 
suite above. It connects to a new, barnlike garage through a garden 
room — ^what Americans call a mudroom. 

Because this was built as a summer-only residence, the wide 
center hall runs between front and back doors, almost like a South- 
ern dogtrot house. Today the capacious hall is outfitted as a library. 
Above the wainscot, walls are covered in traditional grasscloth. 



THAT UNDERSTATED 
NEW ENGLAND 
SENSIBILITY IS FAMILIAR 
IN THIS HOUSE 
NORTH OF BOSTON. 

BY REGINA COLE 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY GREG PREMRU 
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below: Reproduction Windsor chairs, locally made, surround the antique table in the dining room that is part of the kitchen 
addition. The pale wall color is Farrow & Ball’s ‘Shaded White’; the trim is painted in pewter-like #7405 ‘Kalamazoo’, from C2 Paint. 




"In the late i9th 
century, this 
house belonged 
to an American 
Impressionist 
painter.” 
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Simple and traditional, the painted cabihetsfee^ 
into walls. The island was built like a farmhouse table 
and is finished with real milk paint. Open shelves over 
the range-top make this is a practical cook’s kitchen. 
The apron-front sink echoes old-style basins. 











ife' 











above: The current 
owners installed so- 
called Indian shutters 
inside the windows in 
the Federal parlor, as 
well as a window seat. 

right: Two vignettes 
from new and old sec- 
tions of the house: The 
sitting area in the new 
kitchen wing features a 
paneled fireplace wall, 
while grasscloth covers 
walls over wainscot in 
the original wide hall- 
way, which is furnished 
with family antiques. 
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Across the hall from the 
formal parlor is what 
the homeowner calls her 
’’country Federal” room. 
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above: The master bedroom is located in the new wing, above the kitchen. The pineapple-carved, low-post bed with a rollback headboard, in 
maple, based on one ca. 1850, is a fine reproduction from Leonard’s New England, below: The antique dropfront desk is in the Federal parlor. 



The newer section of the house has its own entry, which is 
a less formal way into the house. The nicely appointed doorway 
opens to a mudroom, then to the large, new kitchen room with 
its dining room and family seating area. 

“I wanted a paneled entry hall,” Wendy Hodgson says 
about the new space, which, like the original entry hall, is paved 
in bricks. She patterned her garden room, an informal family 
entry, on a room from an English manor house that she saw in 
an old book. The house’s old soapstone sink was relocated to 
the garden room for cut flowers. “We reused parts of the house 
whenever we could,” Wendy says. 

The old house includes a Federal parlor, and, across the 
hall from it, a “country Federal” room with a simple fireplace 
mantel and trim. The historic flows into the new but traditional. 
Chippendale furniture, grasscloth walls, and gently worn orien- 
tal carpets are part of a familiar New England sensibility with 
its understated decorating approach. 

Wendy Hodgson is an interior designer with Carpenter & 
MacNeille, a design-build firm in Essex, Mass. She credits the 
firm with the seamless flow of old and new that made this house 
as comfortable as it is beautiful. ^ 



FOR SOURCES, please see p. 71. 
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clockwise: The spoon rack below dates to the late 18th century. Near the 
kitchen in an early house, a dining nook is cozy with wing chairs and 
an antique flat-backed cupboard displaying yellowware bowls that pop 
against the unpainted wood. A petite 19th-century whaleback set of 
shelves holds a collection of tiny treasures in an owner-built replica Cape. 
A cabinet at the 18th-century Hollister House in Litchfield County, Con- 
necticut, appears to have been built literally into the corner of the room. 
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GRIDLEY + GRAVES, ERANKLIN & ESTHER SCHMIDT (2), TIM STREET-PORTER (CLOCKWISE) 






left: The Pennsylvania German scrolled wall cupboard 
from Martin’s Chair is offered in a choice of finishes, trim 
paints, and other options, below: The intricately caved 
boarded or “Bible” box from Heart of the Wood is mod- 
eled on an original from Yorkshire, England. 




Cupboards 
poon Racks 



Ingenious ways and 
means for storing items 
in early homes teach us 
about beauty with utility. 

BY CATHERINE LUNDIE 



I N EARLY AMERICA, spiccs, dishwarc, 
pewter spoons, and bed linens were 
treasured, hard to come by and 
harder to replace. Householders 
kept them safe by storing them in artistic 
and imaginative boxes, chests, and 
cupboards that also brightened rooms. 

The most versatile type of 
storage was the blanket chest. Typically 
handmade from the abundant wood and 
rudimentary metals available, this deep, 
rectangular storage box concealed and 
protected bulky items like bedding and 
clothing from the assaults of sunlight, 
rising damp, and nesting vermin. When 
necessary, the blanket chest could also 
serve as a bench, table surface, or bed. 



In its simplest form, the blanket 
chest was just a hinged lid opening onto a 
large wooden box. As the form grew more 
refined, drawers were added beneath for 
specialized storage, and legs raised it off 
those damp floors. Ultimately, the chest 
evolved into the standing chest of drawers 
common since the late 1 8th century. 

A variety of smaller chests served 
specific functions. The Bible box, for 
example, was of a size to hold a hefty 
folio-sized Bible, yet it often served as a 
document box for valuable papers, fam- 
ily records, or writing materials. At an 
average size of 2' wide by 16" deep, the 
tops were used as writing surfaces and 
remained undecorated. Dedicated docu- 
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clockwise: The little re- 
production pipe box from 
D.R. Dimes is a highly 
developed version of the 
form, with two carvings, 
an ogee bracket base, and 
shaped sides. A one-door 
cupboard with grained and 
sunburst painting is from 
D.R. Coble & Co. With 
inlaid compass stars, the 
dovetailed blanket chest 
from LeFort Fine Furniture 
has a cedar lining and 
bracketed ogee feet. 




F 



































TOP right: a reproduction of a 
1797 Bucks County, Pennsylva- 
nia, saltbox from Adam Mathews. 



ment boxes were usually smaller. 

Wealthy families had their 
own specialized chests. The sugar 
chest was built with a locking flat- 
hinged top to safeguard against 
humidity, pests, and theft. The in- 
terior was divided into two sections, 
one each for light and dark sugar. 
Drawers beneath held tea, coffee, or 
spices. Since sugar was such a valu- 
able commodity, the chest — crafted 
from valuable hardwood such as 
cherry or walnut, and often inlaid — 
was displayed prominently in the 
dining room or parlor. 

The spice chest also found 
in the homes of the well-to-do. A 
luxury item, it too was made of fine 
wood with costly inlay, and its com- 
plicated interior design required a 
skilled craftsman. An arrangement 
of small drawers held spices, but 
many examples had false bottoms or 
backs that hid secret compartments, 
or cornice mouldings with a secret 



drawer to conceal small valuables. 
Perhaps most delightful are the vari- 
ous small, utilitarian storage items 
that brightened austere early interi- 
ors. These rustic pieces were often 
built by a country carpenter, joiner, 
or homeowner, and each was as indi- 
vidual as its maker. Spoon racks, wall 
boxes, saltboxes, shelves, racks, and 
sconces often had whimsical design 
elements, from lollipop- or tomb- 
stone-shaped backboards to chip 
carving or paint decoration. 

Salt was vital to colonial food 
production, used to preserve fish, 
meat, vegetables, cheese, and but- 
ter. The saltbox always hung by the 
hearth, its hinged lid easy to open dur- 
ing cooking. Salt came in lump form 
and the heat of the fire helped keep it 
dry so that it could be pounded into 
free-flowing grains. Occasionally a 
brick was removed from the hearth to 
create a “salt niche” to boost drying. 

The hanging spoon rack was the 



selected 

SOURCES 

PERIOD REPRODUCTIONS 

• ADAM MATHEWS FURNITURE MAKER (610) 
286-9787, adammathewsf urn iture.com 
Paint-decorated chests & cupboards of both 
Pennsylvania and New England traditions. 

• ANDERSEN & STAUFFER FURNITURE MAKERS 

(717) 626- 6776, andersenandstauffer.com 
High-style cupboards & valuables/spice chests. 

• BENNER’S WOODWORKING, (800) 800-0611, 
bennerswoodworking.com Handmade 
18th- and 19th-century furniture. 

• CIRCA HOME LIVING (888) 887-1820, 
circahomeliving.com Blanket 
chests & smaller storage. 

• COLONIAL AMERICAN FURNISHINGS (614) 
893-2336, cafurnishings.com Large 
collection of rustic milk-painted smalls. 

• D.R. COBLE & CO. (260) 665-2362, 
drcobleandcompany.com Grained & 
fancy-painted furniture & smalls. 

• D.R. DIMES (603) 942-8050, drdimes.com 
Chests, cupboards, wall & comer 
cupboards, pipe boxes. 

• HEART OF THE WOOD (802) 879-5379, 

heartofthewood.com turned & 

boarded pieces in 1 7th century tradition. 

• MARTIN’S CHAIR (717) 355-2177, martinschair 
.com Cupboards & hanging cupboards. 

• LEFORT FINE FURNITURE (888) 524-4907, 
lefortfurnituremakers.com Standard 
and entertainment cupboards. 

• OLEY VALLEY REPRODUCTIONS (610) 689-5885, 
0 1 ey va 1 1 ey re p rod uct i o ns . co m Pennsylvania 
painted cupboards & chests. 

• PENNSYLVANIA TRADITIONS (610) 584-8218, 
pennsylvaniatraditions.com Painted 
cupboards, hutches, wall boxes. 

• POST AND BEAM PERIOD HOME FURNISHINGS 

(309 726-2662, postandbeamperiod.com 
Wall boxes & freestanding cupboards. 

• PRIMITIVES IN PINE (207) 929-4321 
Wall & hanging cupboards. 
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Corner Cupboards 

With increasing prosperity in the 18th century, the cupboard migrated from keeping room to par- 
lor, evolving into that great showpiece of American interior design: the built-in corner cupboard. 
Running from floor to ceiling, it was divided into an upper open display case and a lower, smaller, 
concealed storage space. Plain, oil-varnished wood gave way to a finish painted the same color 
as a room’s woodwork, or grain-painted to look like mahogany, rosewood, or tiger maple. 

In the early 1700s, the upper cabinet took on a dome or shell shape framed by fluted 
pilasters and dentil moulding. Between roughly 1750 and 1790, Chippendale influence intro- 
duced the broken pediment scroll. Decorative carving in the popular patterns of shells, rosettes, 
bellflowers, and the like appeared and, with the emergence of Federal design (ca. 1780-1820), 
so did pineapples and stars. 

Glass became affordable in the first years of the 19th century, and cupboards had 
glazed, rectangular upper doors with muntins. High-style, Adamesque cupboards in the 
Federal period bore increasingly ornate, semi-circular fanlight designs. Often elliptical in 
shape, their wood muntins were replaced by leaded glass in fanciful patterns from sunbursts 
to delicate spider-webs. 



ancestor of those collector racks that fea- 
ture shelves with slots from which spoons 
are suspended. While some were crafted 
solely to hold spoons, others included a 
dowel for a dish towel or sometimes a 
drawer for a pipe and tobacco. 

Pipes frequently had a dedicated 
box, especially in taverns. The hanging 
pipe box stored communal, long- 
stemmed clay pipes on tiered racks or in 
an open box, with a tobacco drawer. Pub 
patrons would break off the tip used by 
the previous smoker until eventually the 
pipe was used up and discarded. 

Inevitably, there was an equivalent 
of today’s junk drawer: the hanging 
kitchen box. Candles, knives, spoons, 
string, the rusty nail that Johnny picked 
up: all went into the catchall bin. 

Hanging wall racks and shelves 
abounded. “Sets of shelves,” as they were 
originally called, were made of soft pine, 
birch, or maple. Cherry and walnut were 
not unknown, but soft woods were easier 
to manage with rudimentary tools. 



Closely related to “sets of shelves” 
was the built-in side cupboard, an early 
and often rough piece. Tall and shal- 
low in relation to height and width, side 
cupboards were regularly built without 
a back or feet. Its name may derive from 
its placement to one side of the room. 
The cupboard might have two doors, 
an upper and lower, or four doors, two 
each top and bottom, which open in the 
center. The most finished examples had 
a plain cornice, with shelves grooved to 
hold plates. 

The freestanding cupboard, with 
feet and cornice, required carpentry skill. 
Skirt and stiles often featured carving, a 
popular design being the scalloped edge. 
This was a folk interpretation of the high- 
design carved shell motif introduced to 
American furniture with the William and 
Mary style (circa 1690-1730). 

The fireplace cupboard was a clev- 
er use of space. It might flank the fire- 
place left and right, be slotted in above 
the mantel, or built into the sides. ^ 



above: Andersen & Stauffer’s painted corner 
cupboard is based on an 1817 original from 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, below: So called 
because of its long, tall shape, the Shaker 
Chimney Cupboard from Benner’s Woodworking 
is a reproduction of a piece from about 1790. 
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► A bowl rack becomes an object of 
beauty in this house in rural Ohio, built 
in colonial style. Hand stitched and 
hand built are keys to the look. Every 
object in the room is unique, an- 
tique, or handcrafted, with the varied 
textures of brick, wicker, wood, and 
metal. One door in the cupboard is 
often left open to add display space. 



in the 

OPEN 

What these kitchens, 
from Massachusetts 
to Ohio, have in com- 
mon is a preference 
for antiqued surfaces 
and open storage. 

Bowl and plate racks, 
plain shelving, glass- 
fronted cabinets, and 
old cupboards with 
doors left open offer 
pretty and practical 
display, photographs by 

FRANKLIN & ESTHER SCHMIDT 




► Centered between custom cabinets is a display niche, with shelves that 
hold the family’s collection of antique salt-glaze crockery and assorted 
boxes. An early painted country table doubles as a tabletop and kitchen 
prep area. The table is also used for casual meals. Early houses had similar 
setups, where display and storage met. 
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< A craftsman in the way of fine carpenters and furniture makers who 
came before, the owner of this house was happy to find a true original, 
a Massachusetts Federal. He made the colonial-style cabinets with their dis- 
tressed finish. Open shelving displays vintage (though not antique) ceramics 
and dishware. The owner built the apothecaries, which hide small appli- 
ances; he also refinished existing glass-fronted cabinets to match. His wife 
made the woven runner tacked up over the window with rosehead nails. 

FOR SOURCES, please see p. 71. 



A Placing shelves on walls was easy enough 
for the roughest carpenter. In this Ohio house, 
good design uses closed cabinets and scallop- 
end display shelves, all in mustard-color 
milk paint for a warm glow. The open corner 
displays crockery and ceramics and other 
practical items. The plain window treatment 
adds color and movement. 
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A boxed stair with 
two closed stringers, 
in New England: 
the steep steps of 
this straight stair- 
case have well- 
worn treads. 



Early Staircases 

winder: box & SPIRAL 

Charming, sometimes quirky, 1 8th- and early 
19th-century staircases also aspired to elegance. 

BY MARY ELLEN POLSON 



F rom the earliest colonial houses to sea captains’ man- 
sions, America saw an evolution from boxed staircases 
and Jacobean styles through Georgian woodwork and 
Federal delicacy. The first stairs were little more than stationary 
ladders, a purely functional means of climbing to an open sleep- 
ing loft or attic. Like the dwellings they served, early staircases 
were based on European models, primarily those of England. 



The sturdy English straight stair usually served the main 
entry hall in a substantial house or castle, where large numbers 
of people went up and down. Straight stairs are especially versa- 
tile because they can be linked by landings, and may also incor- 
porate several types of turns. English winding or circular stairs 
were reserved for more personal spaces, such as bedchambers. 
Steep and cramped, they were space-efficient but difficult to 
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BRIAN VANDEN BRINK 






AGRAFIOTIS 





below: In a Massachusetts Saltbox 
house dating to 1670, this narrow 
staircase with turned balusters 
and ornamental pendants was 
built in English Jacobean style. 




ascend, making them defensible against intruders. 

A simple run of stairs might rise to the second floor with- 
out a true landing, but most flights make use of full or half land- 
ings. A stair built by hand in the 18th or early 19th century 
might incorporate several short, straight runs linked by turning 
stairs or a small landing. Staircases in high-ceilinged buildings 
made use of the dogleg, where a straight stair bends sharply up 
from the landing into the next flight at a 180-degree angle. 

The most common type of early stair in colonial America 
was the boxed stair, so called because it was supported and en- 
closed by walls. The stair typically begins with three or four 
wedge-shaped treads, or winders, framed into and ascending 
from a newel post, then flowing into a short run of straight, 
steep steps. At the top of the stair, additional winders bring the 
flight into the upper hall. Building a boxed stair required less 
work because the steps were well supported by the wall string. 
Boxed stairs made sense in poorly insulated colonial homes in 
New England, where the weather was cold and houses drafty. 




This type didn’t require a balustrade or newel post. 

Another early type of stair was the winder or spiral 
stair. Since each step rotates up on an axis formed by the 
newel post, the outer portion of each tread is much wider 
than the portion nearest the center of the stair. Like boxed 
stairs, spiral stairs are usually space efficient and steep. 

In homes with enough room for an entry hall, the 
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TAYLOR LEWIS 




With its slender balusters, 
'Streamlined rail, and almost 
austere newel post, a painted 
country Federal stair is an 
exercise in simplicity. 



householder often built a flight of stairs against the wall, finish- 
ing it with a simple balustrade and newel post. Spindles and 
newel posts were usually plain and square, although some stairs 
were fitted with short, stumpy, lathe-turned balusters. Most ex- 
posed staircases of the 1600s were “closed string,” meaning the 
ends of the treads and risers were concealed by a wide slanting 
board (stringer). The triangular spandrel area underneath the 



stair was paneled with a vertical wainscot. 

In grander homes, especially those in the Georgian 
style, staircases were sturdier, wider, and incorporated bal- 
ustrades with elaborately carved newel posts. Turned balus- 
trades had come into vogue in England around 1600, where 
“the newly discovered art of turning was evidently dear to the 
heart of the Elizabethan joiner,” writes Walter H. Godfrey in 



GROSS & DALEY PHOTO 
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a STAIRCASE glossary 



BALUSTER The vertical posts that support 
the handrail; also called spindles, especially 
if they are slender or unturned stock. 

BALUSTRADE The entire railing system 
of an exposed stair, including a top rail 
and balusters. 

ELLIPTICAL STAIR A stair that winds 
around an elliptically shaped well. 

NEWEL A large structural post and 
support that anchors the handrail and 
balustrade. The newel is usually bolted 
to the floor joist. 



NOSING The edge of the tread that 
projects over the riser below. 

PENDANT A carved or shaped hanging 
ornament, typically used to cover areas 
where timbers or joints intersect. 

RISER Vertical surface between treads. 

SPANDREL The surface, roughly triangular 
in shape, below a stair string. 

SPIRAL STAIR A flight of stairs whose 
treads circle and rise in a helix shape. 

STRINGER An inclined board that supports 
the ends of the steps, usually placed on 
either side and often down the middle. 



Side stringers are sometimes slotted or 
trenched to receive risers and treads for 
increased support. The middle stringer 
is sometimes called the carriage. 

TREAD The horizontal walking surface; 
the step. 

VOLUTE A handrail end element for 
the bottom step that curves inward like 
a spiral. 

WINDERS Steps that are narrower at 
one side than the other, used to change 
the direction of the stair without the need 
for landings. 



right: This example 
of twisted balusters 
is original at King 
Caesar House, built 
in 1809 in Duxbury, 
Massachusetts, far 
right: The freestand- 
ing spiral staircase in 
the 1808 Nathaniel 
Russell house in 
Charleston, S.C., 
begins with a volute 
and has a continu- 
ous handrail. 




i 

t 

t 

i 



The English Staircase, published in 1910. By 1650, the com- 
plicated twisted baluster was especially popular. Although 
it took nearly a century to reach the Eastern seaboard, the 
twisted baluster “was carried to something like excess dur- 
ing the Georgian period in the American colonies,” continues 







Godfrey. “Extraordinary ingenuity was lavished upon these 



spiral balusters and even newels.” 

Such staircases were found in the wealthiest homes. Most 



Revival style in the 1820s, graceful curves appear in balustrade 
rails, along with the emergence of continuous curves. 



late colonial and Eederal-era balusters are very slender. Round The height of early American stair craftsmanship is prob- 

“pool cue” balusters began to appear in staircases about 1800, as ably found in vernacular spiral and elliptical designs, which 



did more pronounced newel posts. With the debut of the Greek were often painstakingly constructed by trial and error. ^ 
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COURTESY DUXBURY RURAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY; COURTESY HISTORIC CHARLESTON 





oldhouseonline.com 



Hardware & More 

Companies listed below represent the best in colonial- 
era hardware and metal accessories. Please visit their 
websites to learn more about their products. This 
and many other companies appear in an illustrated, 
searchable directory at oldhouseonline.com. 



► Hardware 

ACORN MANUFACTURING 
acornmfg.com 

PO Box 31 

Mansfield, MA 02048 
(800) 835-0121 
Forged iron builder’s hard- 
ware, in many styles and 
finish options. 




ANTIQUE REVELRY 



ANTIQUE REVELRY 

HARDWARE 

antiquerevelry.com 

Carrying on the hardware 
designs of yesteryear, from 
authentic reproductions to 
modern interpretations of 
traditional designs. 

ARARAT FORGE 
araratforge.com 

267 Forest St. 



ARTESANO 

IRONWORKS HARDWARE 

artesanoironworks 

hardware.com 

4457 Main St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19127 
(215) 483-9273 
Authentic, custom, hand- 
forged hardware suitable 
for early interiors. 

BALL & BALL 
ballandball.com 

463 W. Lincoln Hwy 
Exton, PA 19341 
(800) 257-3711 

Fabricators of quality repro- 
duction 17th- and 18th-cen- 
tury brass and iron hardware 
and lighting; custom work. 

BOUVET USA 
bouvet.com 

1060 Illinois St. 

San Francisco, CA 94107 
(415) 864-0273 

Belvedere is their line designed 
for the Classic American home 
in a simple, bold, and elegant 
style with smooth f nishes. 

BRANDYWINE 
VALLEY FORGE 
bvforge.com 

201 N. Fourth Ave., #5 
Royersford, PA 19468 
(610) 948-5116 
Hand-forged hardware for 
shutters, gates, barns, and 
homes. Stock, custom, and 
semi-custom. 



Bradford, NH 03211 
(603) 938-2602 
Blacksmith Garry Kalajian 
uses traditional tools and 
techniques to produce 
custom hardware and 
home accessories. 




CROWN CITY HARDWARE 
restoration.com 

1047 N, Allen Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91104 
(800) 950-1047 
Extensive line of antique 
hardware reproductions. 
Hard-to-fmd brass, crystal, 
and iron hardware popular 
from 17th through early 
20th centuries. 



BALL & BALL 

CHARLESTON 
HARDWARE COMPANY 
charlestonhardwareco.com 

2143 AHeriot St. 
Charleston, SC 29403 
(866) 958-8626 
Ready-to-install antique 
hardware, and Historic 
Charleston Reproductions. 
They offer assistance in 
selecting and installing 
antique hardware. 




D. C. MITCHELL 
dcmitchell.org 

8 E, Hadco Rd. 

Wilmington, DE 19804 
(302)998-1181 
18th-century furniture and 
building hardware in brass, 
iron, and bronze, all made in 
their Delaware shop, 

E. R. BUTLER & CO. 
erbutier.com 

55 Prince St. 

New York, NY 10012 
(212)925-3565 
Historically accurate brass, 
nickel, silver, and iron 
hardware in early American, 
Federal, and Georgian 
period styles. 
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FISHER FORGE 
fisherforge.com 

150 Fisher Ct. 

Hamburg, PA 19526 
(610) 562-5425 
Custom blacksmithing of 
antique reproduction hard- 
ware, early lighting, kitchen 
utensils, and more. 

HAMMERFEST FORGE 
hammerfestforge.com 

Alpine, TX 79830 
(830) 613-7404 
Artist blacksmith Larry 
Crawford creates inspired 
designs that please him and 
meet the client’s needs. 





LONDONDERRY 

BRASSES 

HAMMERED HINGES 
hammeredhinges.com 

PO Box 151 
Christiana, PA 17509 
(610) 593-0444 

Rustic, early American hard- 
ware, made one at a time in 
Lancaster County. 

HERITAGE METALWORKS 
heritage-metalworks.com 

2530 Creek Rd., Rte. 282 
Downington, PA 19335 
(610)518-3999 
Their carefully forged hard- 
ware captures the appearance 
of the work of early black- 
smiths. Large selection of styles 
and sizes for prompt shipment. 



HISTORIC HOUSEFITTERS 
historichousefitters.com 

PO Box 2305 
New Preston, CT 06777 
(800) 247-4111 
18th-century lighting, brass 
and porcelain hardware, and 
hand-forged iron hardware. 

HORTON BRASSES 
horton-brasses.com 

49 Nooks Hill Rd. 

Cromwell, CT 06416 
(800) 754-9127 

Brass hardware for every pe- 
riod. More than 1,000 pieces 
of reproduction hardware: 
knobs, pulls, hinges, pegs, bed 
bolts, casters, and more. 

HOUSE OF 

ANTIQUE HARDWARE 
houseofantiquehardware.com 

802 NE Davis St. 

Portland, OR 97232 
(888) 223-2545 
Historic reproductions and 
authentic antique home 
hardware. Shop online for 
door, window, cabinet, and 
bathroom hardware. 

JAMES PETERS & 

SON HARDWARE 
jamespetersandson.com 

1936 N. Front Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 
(215) 739-9500 
They manufacture shutter, 
gate, barn, and swing-out 
door hardware. 

JEFFERSON MACK METAL 
mackmetai.com 

2261 Shaftner Ave. #5 
San Francisco, CA 94124 
(415) 550-9328 
Hand-forged and hand- 
hammered hardware, fireplace 
tools, occasional furniture. 




FISHER FORGE 

JOHN WRIGHT & COMPANY 
jwright.com 

PO Box 269 
Wrightsville, PA 17368 
(717) 252-4442 

Quality reproduction building 
hardware in cast iron and 
forged steel. 

KAYNE & SON 
CUSTOM HARDWARE 
customforgedhardware.com 

100 Daniel Ridge Rd. 

Candler, NC 28715 
(828) 667-8868 
Hand-forged hardware for 
the home, such as hinges, 
lock sets, latches, pulls, slide 
bolts, gate and barn hardware. 
Restorations and repairs. 

LONDONDERRY BRASSES 
iondonderry-brasses.com 

736 Steelville Rd. 
Cochranville, PA 19330 
(610) 593-6239 
Each piece of brass furni- 
ture hardware is a direct 
lost wax casting of a period 
original. Authenticity for 
antiques dealers, conserva- 
tors, cabinetmakers. 



LYNN COVE 
FOUNDRY & FORGE 
iynncove.com 

4675 Eranchise St. 

North Charleston, SC 29418 
(800) 975-7089 

They focus on durability and 
corrosion resistance in shutter, 
gate, and garage door hard- 
ware. Sold to the trade. 

MAGUIRE IRON COMPANY 
maguireadh.com 

PO Box 1169 
Sparks, NV 89432 
(800) 745-7784 
Black iron hardware from 
England, re-created from 
authentic pieces from the 16th 
to 20th centuries. Unique line 
is different from the mass- 
produced fittings of today. 

MICHAEL M. 

COLDREN COMPANY 
coldrencompany.com 

100 Race St. 

North East, MD 21901 
(410) 287-2082 

Historically accurate architec- 
tural hardware, lighting, and 
fine home accessories. 




FURNACE 

CREEK 

FORGE 
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MONTANA HINGE 
& HARDWARE 
montanahinge.com 

(406) 947-2145 

Add decorative hinge straps and 
handles to your garage house, barn 
door, or gate. 

NATHAN’S FORGE LTD. 
nathansforge.com 

3476 Uniontown Rd. 

Uniontown, MD 21158 
(410) 848-7903 
Hand-forged ironwork: 
builder’s hardware, nails and 
hooks of any size, fireplace 
sets, small kitchen appliances, 
accessories, and utensils. 

VAN DYKE’S RESTORERS 



OMNIA INDUSTRIES 
omniaindustries.com 

PO Box 330 

Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 

(973) 239-7272 

Solid brass furniture hardware, 
latch sets, and door levers. 

PAXTON HARDWARE 
paxtonhardware.com 

PO Box 256 

Upper Falls, MD 21156 

(800) 241-9741 

Drawer pull and furniture hard- 
ware specialists, they also offer 
technical restoration information 
and hard-to-find hardware items. 




NEWTON MILLHAM 

BLACKSMITH 

miiihamhardware.com 

672 Drift Rd. 

Westport, MA 02790 
(508) 636-5437 
Careful forging and hand- 
finishing create faithful reproduc- 
tions of early wrought hardware, 
including latches, bolts, hinges, 
and utensils. 

OLD SMITHY SHOP 
oidsmithyshop.com 

PO Box 11 

Brookline, NH 03033 
(888) 672-4113 

Colonial hardware, forged by a 
New England master blacksmith. 
Hinges, handles, latches, shutter 
hardware, and fireplace accessories. 



SEVEN PINES FORGE 
sevenpinesforge.com 

565 Overlook Rd. 

Knox, PA 16232 
(814) 797-1353 

Unique, handcrafted wrought 
iron andirons, cranes, fireplace 
screens, and tools made in their 
old-time forge. 

SHUTTERCRAFT 

shuttercraft.com 

15 Orchard Pk. 

Madison, CT 06443 
(203) 245-2608 

Add period detail to your shutters 
with replicas of early American 
shutter dogs in hand-forged iron, 
forged steel, or cast aluminum. 




SNUG COTTAGE HARDWARE 
snugcottagehardware.com 

3000 Ravenswood Rd. 

Marysville, MI 48040 
(800) 637-5427 

Family-owned business offers 
traditional, heavy-duty exterior 
home hardware and gate fittings. 

THREE MAPLES 
TRADING COMPANY 
threemapiestrading.com 

44 Tucker Rd. 

Kingston, NH 03848 
(603) 289-5027 

Distributor of fine, handmade 
hardware: “H” and “HE” hinges, 
Suffolk hatch sets, pull handles, 
hooks, bolts, door knockers, iron 
nails, and black screws. 

TIMBERLANE INC. 
timberiane.com 

150 Domorah Dr. 

Montgomery ville, PA 18936 
(800) 250-2221 

They offer the largest collection 
of hand-forged, period-perfect 
shutter hardware. 

VAN DYKE’S RESTORERS 
vandykes.com 

421 E. Norway Ave. 

Mitchell, SD 57301 
(800) 558-1234 
Give your home period ap- 
peal with thousands of items 
geared toward vintage home 
and antique furniture restora- 
tion and new construction. 



WHITECHAPEL LTD. 
whitechapei-itd.com 

PO Box 11719 

Jackson, WY 83002 

(800) 468-5534 

Iron and brass hardware for 

restoration and reproduction 

of period furniture, cabinet, 

and home. 

WILLIAMSBURG 

BLACKSMITHS 

wiiiiamsburgbiacksmiths.com 

PO Box 1776 
Williamsburg, MA 01096 
(800) 248-1776 

Reproductions of Early American 
wrought iron hardware. Thumb- 
latches, H and HE hinges, cabinet 
latches and pulls, hooks, and 
shutter hardware. 

WOODBURY 
BLACKSMITH & FORGE 
woodburybiacksmith.com 

PO Box 268 
Woodbury, CT 06798 
(203) 263-5737 

Fine 18th- and early 19th-century 
hand-wrought hardware. 
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► Metal 
Accessories 

CHRISTOPHER 
THOMSON IRONWORKS 
ctiron.com 

PO Box 578 

Ribera, NM 87560 

(800) 726-0145 

The artist and blacksmith 

designs and forges lighting, 

furniture, and architectural 

works in wrought iron from 

his studio near Santa Fe. 

COUNTRY IRON FOUNDRY 
firebacks.com 

65 12th St. South 
Naples, FL 34102 
(800) 233-9945 

Replicas of antique American 
colonial and French firebacks, 
hand-cast in sand molds with 
patterns directly from the 
originals, 30+ designs, 

ERIE LANDMARK CO. 
erieiandmark.com 

637 Hempfield Hill Rd. 
Columbia, PA 17512 
(800) 874-7848 

Custom bronze plaques. Na- 
tional Register plaques, time 
capsules, roadside markers. 



FURNACE CREEK FORGE 
furnacecreekforge.com 

48 E, Mountain Ave. 
Robesonia, PA 19551 
(484) 651-9402 
Blacksmith Allen Schaeffer 
hand forges hardware, 
fireplace tools, lighting, 
and kitchen accessories. 

J. GALLAGHER / 

ANTIQUE ANDIRONS 
antiqueandirons.com 

PO Box 69 

North Norwich, NY 13814 
(607)334-4020 
Fireplace accessories, 
including andirons, tool 
sets, and fenders. 

LANDMARK IMPRESSIONS 
iandmark-impressions.com 

PO Box 7903 
Boise, ID 83707 
(208) 336-7111 
Specializing in porcelain 
enamel exterior products. 
Custom-made plaques, signs, 
markers, and memorials to 
give your home period appeal. 





COUNTRY IRON FOUNDRY 



PENNSYLVANIA FIREBACKS 
fireback.com 

2237 Bethel Rd. 

Lansdale, PA 19446 
(888) 349-3002 

Period-inspired and museum- 
quality cast-iron firebacks. 
Reproductions are cast 
directly from period originals, 

REGGIO REGISTER 
reggioregister.com 

31 Jytek Rd. 

Leominster, MA 01453 
(800) 880-3090 
Decorative heating grilles 
and registers cast of iron, 
brass or aluminum in 
traditional scroll or 
square designs. 

SCOTTISH LION 
BLACKSMITH 
scottishwroughtiron.com 

587 Bristol Rd. 

Bristol, ME 04539 
(207) 529-5523 
Eorged metal accessories 
like beam racks, curtain 
hardware, shelf stands, 
and towel holders. 



TREMONT NAIL 

COMPANY 

tremontnaii.com 

PO Box 31 

Mansfield, MA 02048 
(800) 842-0560 

Restoration steel-cut nails by 
the oldest nail manufacturer 
in the United States. Also 
colonial-era hardware 
and accessories. 

WINNIPESAUKEE FORGE 
irontabie.com 

5 Winona Rd. 

Meredith, NH 03253 
(603) 279-5492 
Fireplace tools, furniture, 
drapery rods, and home 
accents by David Little. 



ARTESANO 

IRONWORKS 
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/Z the historic home show & 
^XJjJD the designer craetsmen show 



ANDERSEN & STAUEEER 
EURNITURE MAKERS 
One of America's premier furniture makers. 

The quality to details on these handmade 
masterpieces is extraordinary. 

The finishes are so well done they rival the originals. 
717-626-6776; www.andersenandstauffer.com 



ERANMAR CHEMICAL 
Remove multiple layers of paint with a product that 
is not only safe for you it is safe for your restoration 
project. Visit Franmar.Com for more information 
1-800-538-5069; www.franmar.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



MARTIN’S CHAIR 

Martin's Chair produces a full line of 
heirloom-qualiy furniture that combines the 
timeless designs with comfort and functionality. 
717-355-2177; www.martinschair.com 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



INDOW WINDOW INSERTS 

Window inserts that instantly block cold drafts, 
increase energy efficiency and hush outside noise. 
Award-winning design is easy to install and remove. 
Perfect for historic windows. 
503-822-3805; www.indowwindows.com 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



ALLIED WINDOW, INC. 

The Culbertson Mansion cried out for 
Custom “Invisible” Storm l/l//A7(yc>M/s®-with bent glass for 
the Queen Anne turret windows. Allied Window answered 
the call. Interior or exterior or applications, custom colors, 
special shapes, and special glazing are all routine. Our 
abilities meet the needs of the professional in the field or 
the homeowner-for the conventional to the extraordinary. 

800-445-5411; www.invisiblestorms.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



INNERGLASS WINDOW SYSTEMS 
Custom glass interior storm windows for energy 
conservation and soundproofing. An interior 
storm that outperforms almost any replacement, 
yet maintains the integrity and beauty of your 
historic house. Invisible from the outside. 

Perfect for screened porches, too. 
800-743-6207 ; www.stormwi ndows.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



BUCKS COUNTY SOAPSTONE 
Soapstone is a simple contributor to its environment 
never dominating the scene. This slant front hand- 
built sink is accessorized with our recessed 
and runnels combination drainboard. 
215-249-8181; www.BCSoapstone.com 



MON-RAY, INC. 

For more than 60 years, Mon-Ray, Inc. has been the 
leader in high performance storm windows for historic 
projects to conserve energy, reduce noise and 
retain original appearances. 
800-544-3646; www.monray.com 

For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



EVERITE DOOR COMPANY 

Fine wood homes deserve fine wood doors. 

Since 1938, Everite has been making the industry’s most 
elegant garage and entry doors. 

Superior details, fine materials, 
uncompromising craftsmanship. 
814-652-5143; www.everitedoor.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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February 5th-7th, 2016 

Valley Forge Casino Resort Convention Center 
For a full list of exhibitors please go to historichomeshow.com 






THE WORKSHOPS OF DAVID T. SMITH 

Reproduction and custom furniture, kitchens, and 
redware pottery. Handmade in America since 1980. 
513-932-2472; www.davidtsmith.com 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




TIMBERLANE, INC. 

Quality is what makes Timberlane the choice of architects, 
decorators, contractors, builders, renovators, and home- 
owners. Timberlane offers a near infinite number of options 
for standard shutters as well as fully custom solutions, 
and the largest collection of hand-forged, 
period-perfect shutter hardware available. 
800-250-2221; www.timberlane.com 
For FREE information go to www.OidFiouseOniine.com/eh 




ADELPHI PAPER HANGINGS 

Makers of authentic, woodblock-printed 
wallpapers and borders. Full line of 
documented patterns circa 1750-1850. 
518-284-9066; www.adelphipaperhangings.com 




ALL SEASON CHIMNEY COVER 
Increase your fireplace efficiency, save energy and pro- 
tect your home from animals, debris and drafts that can 
enter your chimney. Easy installation. 

Low profile. Custom sizes available. 
801-273-1800; www.controlcover.com 
For FREE information go to www.OidFiouseOniine.com/eh 




AMERICANA 

Americana offers the entire DeVenco line of handcrafted, 
high quality custom manufactured window coverings 
including: authentic Colonial Wooden blinds, interior 
shutters in four designs: solid Raised Panels, Plantation, 
Victorian, and Caribbean movable louver shutters. 
Old-fashioned roll up Basswood Porch shades. 
Exterior shutters in three designs: Raised Panel, 
Movable and Eixed louvers. 
800-269-5697; www.shutterblinds.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




AUTHENTIC DESIGNS 
Handcrafting exquisite 18th and 19th century reproduc- 
tion lighting for 3 generations in Vermont for homeown- 
ers, designers and architects. American made, UL listed. 
Armillary chandelier in solid brass, 38” H x 28” Diam. 
Available in custom finishes. 
800-844-9416; www.authenticdesigns.com 

For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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CARLSON’S BARNWOOD COMPANY 
Reclaimed antique flooring in oak, pine, and 
other species. Barnwood planks and beams. 
800-734-5824; www.carlsonsbarnwood.com 



CIRCA HOME LIVING 

Furnishings and accessories for the American 
country home. Browse our complete selection on 
our website or call for a free color catalog. 
888-887-1820; www.CircaHomeLiving.com 




COLONIALPLANKFLOORS.COM 
WE CREATE FLOORS WITH PASSION! 
Our hand crafted plank floors are characterized by 
solid hardwood boards up to 13 feet long with amazing 
texture and beautiful hand rubbed finishes. 

Great for Arts & Crafts decor. 
215-997-3390; www.colonialplankfloors.com 




For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




COPPA WOODWORKING, INC. 

High quality, custom made wood screen and storm doors. 
Over 300 designs, various wood types and finishes, made 
to any size. Arch tops, dog doors, security doors, window 
screens and storm windows are also available. Made in 
the USA. Available direct, nationwide. 
310-548-4142; www.coppawoodworking.com 




CROWN POINT CABINETRY 

Crown Point Cabinetry handcrafts the finest quality cus- 
tom cabinetry for your entire home. Period styles include 
Shaker, Arts & Crafts, Early American, Victorian, Transi- 
tional and Contemporary. Available direct nationwide. 
800-999-4994; www.crown-point.com 




DUNBERRY HILL DESIGNS 
Traditionally Handcrafted Floorcloths 
Custom made to match your decor. 

Visit our website to view the many quality 
designs in our photo galleries. 
802-874-7288; www.dunberryhilldesigns.com 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 






EARLY NEW ENGLAND HOMES 
Our 1750s style home building system boasts 
beautiful timbered ceilings, center chimney, 
wide board floors and many custom handmade features. 
Our homes reflect the charm of early New England 
with the efficiency of a new home. 
860-643-1 148; www.EarlyNewEnglandHomes.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



E.C. RACICOT-ART SINKS 

Custom stoneware vessel sinks, selfrimming sinks and 
under-mount basins made in Asheville, North Carolina, 
using time-honored methods of craftsmanship. 
Visit the retail store, or buy direct from the website. 
828-225-5565; www.vtartsinks.com 

For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




EHEAT.COM 

Envi Wall-Mounted Room Heater 

Energy saving, ultra-safe, halthy, effective, 
silent, easy to install, stylish. 
800-807-0107; www.eheat.com 

For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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THE KENNEBEC COMPANY 
Befitting Cabinetry... If you’re looking for custom kitchen 
furniture that fits your home’s architecture, that fits your 
personal style, that fits your life, look to the Maine 
craftsmen at The Kennebec Company. 
207-443-2131; www.KennebecCompany.com 

For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



LANTERNLAND 

Copper Lanterns & Outdoor Lighting 

Give your home the lighting it deserves. Authentic period 
lighting designs handmade from solid copper and brass 
made in the USA for the highest possible quality. 
Antique reproductions and custom orders welcome. 

855-454-5200; www.lanternland.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



LIMEWORKS.US 

The Product Leader in Environmentally Friendly 
Mortar, Stucco, Plaster and Paint for 
Historic Preservation and Sustainable Building. 
215-536-6706; www.LimeWorks.us 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



HISTORIC HOUSEEITTERS CO. 

Authentic, hand-forged hardware, made in USA: iron 
thumblatches, mortise lock sets, H and HL hinges, strap 
hinges, hearth cooking tools, pot racks, fireplace equip- 
ment, hooks, towel bars, cabinet pulls and custom iron 
work. Brass and glass door knobs and lever sets. 
800-247-41 11; www.historichousefitters.com 
For FREE information go to www.OidFiouseOniine.com/eh 



HOUSE OE ANTIQUE HARDWARE 

Discover exquisite Victorian chandeiiers, 
as weli as iighting from Coloniai to Mid-Century Modern, 
push button iight switches, switch piates, and hardware 
for every room in your house. Cail their friendly hardware 
specialists for help with your selection. 

888-223-2545; www.HouseofAntiqueHardware.com 
For FREE information go to www.OidFiouseOniine.com/eh 



HISTORIC HOMES BY RICHARD MECKE 

17th & 18th Century Historic Homes; disassembied, 
reiocated, restored and reproduced. We a iso offer 
inspection, evaiuation and architecturai consuiting & 
design services, both iocaliy and nationaliy. Free catalog. 
603-393-2932; www.rsmecke.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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HOMESPICE DECOR 

Inspired rugs by passionate artists. Bring traditional 
warmth to your home. Ideal for your living room, 
bedroom or outdoors, our braided rugs come 
in all different colors and sizes. 
678-468-3022; www.homespice.com 



For FREE information go to www.OidFiouseOniine.com/eh 



ELMIRA STOVE WORKS 
Vintage-styied Northstar appliances from Elmira Stove 
Works are available in gas, electric or dual fuel; 
nine colors... ranges, fridges, microwaves, hoods, 
dishwashers. Also available in 1890s antique styles. 
As shown $4,495 MSRP. 
800-295-8498; www.el m i rastoveworks.com 



GARBERS CRAETED LIGHTING 

Country/Primitive Ceiling Fans 

Tinware, chandeliers, sconces, flush mounts, kitchen 
island, and lots more to make your country home 
complete. Direct from crafter. Dept HBP F/W 2013 
866-856-23 1 7 ; www.garbers-craftedi ighti ng.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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MAURER SHEPHERD JOYNERS, EEC 
17th , 18th, & Early 19th Century Custom Millwork: 
Windows, Doors, & Entryways 
Raised Panel Walls 

Old Glass, Moldings, Wide Pine Elooring 
Beaded & Eeather Edge Boards 
860-633-2383; www.TheCooperGroupCt.com 



OLDE CENTURY COLORS EROM 
PRIMROSE DISTRIBUTING 

Keep the charm alive and recapture the glow of the 
past with the quality and selection of the present. 
These colors are selected for the restoration of 
historic architecture, furniture and craft projects. 
800-222-3092; www.oldecenturycolors.com 



OVERBOARDS 

OverBoards offers heavy-duty, solid extruded 
aluminum covers for baseboard heat units. 
They’re made to complement your home’s 
classic architectural details. 
800-835-0 121; www.go-overboard.com 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline. com/eh 




PERIOD LIGHTING EIXTURES 

For over 40 years Period Lighting Fixtures has 
made the finest in 18th and 19th century lighting 
reproductions. Over 200 different models 
reproduced from the originals in our finest 
American Museums. UL listed. 
800-828-6990; www.periodlighting.com 




STICKLEY 

Stickley’s 2015 Collector Edition is the 
Gus Woven Leather Bench, featuring a blend of 
rich leather, nail-head trim and pinned tenon 
construction. Available in solid quartersawn white 
oak or solid cherry, this bench will only 
be built in 2015. Sale price $999. 

Visit Stickley.com. 




TIMELESS KITCHEN CABINETRY 

Our cabinetry is inspired by the worn patina of antique 
painted furniture. We custom build each cabinet and 
apply our milk paint finish by hand. 

Available nationwide. 
www.TKCabinetry.com 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




VERMONT SOAPSTONE 
Since 1856 Vermont Soapstone has been crafting 
the finest custom soapstone counter tops, 
sinks, floor tiles and home accents. Durable and 
timeless soapstone never stains or retains 
bacteria. Installation is available. 
800-284-5404; www.vermontsoapstone.com 

For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



VINTAGE DOORS 

Handcrafted solid wood doors that are made-to- 
order and built to last. Full line of screen/storm doors, 
porch panels, exterior and interior doors, 

Dutch, French, louver and more. Make your 
home stand out from the rest! 
800-787-2001; www.vintagedoors.com 

For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



VINTAGE KITCHEN STOVES 

Established in 1973 

We restore and convert antique stoves, gas, 
electric or a combination. No reproductions but original 
historic American treasures adapted to meet today^s 
modern cooking and baking conveniences. Customized 
Conversion to meet the most demanding cooking needs. 
413-268-3677; www.GoodTimeStove.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 
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WARD CLAPBOARD MILL 

Authentically produced, 100-percent vertical-grain, early 
American spruce and pine clapboards. Their mills in 
Maine and Vermont continue to manufacture quality logs 
into quarter-sawn clapboards with the same methods 
workers used more than a hundred years ago. 
802-496-3581; wardclapboard.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




WINDSORS BY BILL WALLICK 

I make authentically handcrafted 18th century style 
Windsor furniture with hand painted distressed finishes, 
including dining and kitchen chairs, rockers, bar and 
counter height chairs, stools, settees, etc. 



717-252-1240; www.windsorsbybillwallick.com 
For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 




THE WOOLY RED RUG 

Original design, primitive folk art, hand hooked 
rugs, hand dyed wools, patterns, kits and 
supplies for rug hooking and wool 
applique. Commissions welcome. 
www.woolyredrug.com 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 



resources 



more about articles in this issue 



Many articles have sources listed within their pages. Items not listed may be 
widely available, out of production, or antique. 



Traditional Country Federal 
pp. 40-47 

Furniture, rugs, lighting, and paintings in 
this home are mostly unique family pieces 
and antiques. 

p. 40 PAINT body HO 168 Chelsea Gray; trim 
BM Bone Benjamin Moore benjaminmoore 
.com; shutters Off Black Farrow & Ball 
farrow-ball.com p. 42 PAINT walls Shaded 
White Farrow & Ball; trim #7405 Kalama- 
zoo C2 Paint c2paint.com WINDSOR CHAIRS 
Walker Creek Furniture, Essex, MA: (978) 
768-7622, walkercreekfurniture.com TABLE 
Leonard’s New England leonardsantiques 
.com SCONCES The Martin Group martin 
groupinc.com p. 43 WOOD FLOORS Carlisle 
wideplankflooring.com MILK PAINT Tavern 
Green Old Fashioned Milk Paint Co. milk 
paint.com SINK farmhouse sink Whitehaus 
whitehauscollection.com FAUCET Barber 
Wilson barwil.co.uk/where-to-buy-usa.asp 
CHANDELIER Lamplight Designs lamplight 
designs.com JARS Marcoz Antiques, Boston: 
(617) 262-0780, marcozantiques.com 
p. 44 PAINT (top) walls Slipper Satin; trim 
Mizzle Farrow & Ball (middle) walls Indian 
White, Benjamin Moore OIL PAINTING Brian 
Sweetland, artist (dec.), through auctions 
GRASSCLOTH see p. 36 p. 47 PAINT walls 
Manchester Tan; trim Ballet White Benjamin 
Moore BED Leonard’s New England leonards 
.com PILLOWS Matouk matouk.com 

In the Open pp. 52-55 

Makers of early and distressed kitchens: 

• Benner’s Woodworking (513) 932- 
9159, bennerswoodworking.com 
custom historical kitchen cabinets 



• Crown Point Cabinetry (800) 999- 
4994, crown-point.com handcrafted 
custom cabinetry in Shaker, Early 
American & other period lines 

• D.R. Dimes & Company Ltd. (603) 942- 
8050, drdimes.com cabinetmaker offer- 
ing period-inspired kitchen cabinets 

• The Kennebec Company (207) 443- 
2131, kennebeccompany.com custom 
kitchens in historic styles including very 
early, Shaker & Georgian furniture-quality 

• Silver Light Editions (610) 593-0444, 
silverlighteditions.com “new antique” 
period kitchens using reclaimed lumber 

• Timeless Kitchen Cabinetry (615) 395- 
4321, tkcabinetry.com custom cabinets & 
tables with the appearance of antique furniture 

• Workshops of David T. Smith (888) 
353-9387, davidtsmith.com custom 
reproduction of 18th-19th century 
kitchens featuring specialty finishes 

Early textiles suitable for curtains: 

• Eaton Hill Textile Works (802) 426-3733, 
eatonhilltextiles.com small mill using 
19th-century equipment and dye recipes 

• Family Heirloom Weavers (717) 246- 
2431, familyheirloomweavers.com 
historical specialists producing tradi- 
tional curtains in netted sheer, gauze, 
tobacco cloth & cotton fabrics 

• Thistle Hill Weavers (866) 384-2729, 
thistlehillweavers.com Rabbit Goody's studio 
and weaving mill reproducing document fabrics 
from the 1 7th, 1 8th & 1 9th centuries includ- 
ing gossamer, dimity, camblet, checks etc. 



II 

The resources you 
need to make your 
house a home at 

oldhouseonline.com 
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jM[ LI S I N GS ^ Spirits of H Ome by Catherine L u n d i e 



IM found my ghosts in the repetition 
of a single, simple act...SpiritS are 
about the thrilling flow of time. 




NYONE WHO OWNS an old 
house, it’s safe to say, has given at least a 
passing thought to its being haunted. In 
my case, that’s an understatement, partic- 
ularly during a time when I was obsessed 
with historic ghost stories by American 
women. In these long-forgotten tales, 
the dead — always female — pops back to 
stir things up for a widowed husband, 
nosy sister-in-law, or just the next poor 
gal to inhabit her earthly abode. The 
stories held real creeping horror for me, 
but fascination, too. How would I react if 
some spectral sister dropped in? 

By the time we bought our first old 
house, I pretty much took it for granted 
that I’d see a ghost. When weeks passed 
without a sighting, I went on the offen- 
sive and sat in the parlor at dusk, con- 
juring all the women who’d “kept house” 
before me. No luck. 

Then it hit me: the ghost was 
waiting for my husband’s absence! The 



evening of his first business trip I sat 
expectantly in the unlit parlor. As twi- 
light darkened into night I knew it was 
time and held my breath... then a gravel- 
throated neighbor hollered for her off- 
spring. The spell was broken. 

We moved next to a remote farm- 
house in the country. The oldest part dat- 
ed to 1780: one stone room, low-beamed 
and dreamily dim, with a fireplace in 
which you could roast an ox. Here, surely, 
would reside my destined ghost. 

Then the previous owner returned 
something he’d inadvertently packed. 
He’d discovered it hidden up on a ledge 
inside the chimney: a piece of board, 
feather- light with age. Barely discern- 
ible in silvery old pencil was a trace of 
handwriting: “David Kirk, Carpenter and 
Betsey Han was as dirty as any old Sow. July 
8 , 1847 .’’ 

My research later showed that 
Hann was the name of the farmowners at 



that time. In a flash my haunted chamber 
became the setting for flirtatious romps 
between the farmer’s daughter and her 
carpenter beau. Soon after, I gave way 
to the intrusion of a television set. Now 
when I sit in the stone room, I picture 
‘David Kirk, Carpenter” kicking back 
with a beer to watch the game. 

When even our restoration work 
failed to stir things up, I fell into day- 
dreams about my home’s past inhabitants, 
imagining their lives, straining to detect 
their murmurs. 

In the end, it took a thunderstorm 
to bring us in touch. 

One afternoon’s power outage 
lasted into the night. As I slowly made 
my way upstairs, learning the knack of 
lighting the way with a hand-held can- 
dle, I suddenly felt my ghosts crowding 
around me. There they were: all the 
other women who’d climbed these stairs 
by candlelight after a long day’s work, 
who’d balanced both taper and sleeping 
baby, who’d held her husband’s hand as 
they went to bed. 

I’d found the secret, and it was con- 
tinuity. Feeling the spirits in the house 
did not come from imagining something 
or someone, but from the repetition of a 
simple act, the repetition of something my 
predecessors had actually done. 

I realized then that the women’s 
ghost stories weren’t really about the 
natural and the supernatural. They were 
about that thrilling flow between present 
and past that all old-house owners know. 
From that moment I ceased to be a spec- 
tator in my home, and became part of its 
long, gently moving story. ^ 

CATHERINE LUND IE is the editor of Rest- 
less Spirits: Ghost Stories by American 
Women, 1872-1926. 
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Lin% Visit martinschair.com 
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'^> for our current special offers. 



717 - 355-2177 



For FREE information go to www.OldFlouseOnline.com/eh 





Custom. Period. 

Designed. Delivered. Direct. 

800-999-4994 • www.crown-point.corn 



CRCS^POINT 

CABINETRY 

Fine Quality Custom Cabinetry 
Handcrafted For Your Entire Home 






